OR 
A SERMON 


SHEV ING HOW 


NEEDFVLL A THING 


IT IS FOR EVERY GODLY 
man to lament the common ſinnes 
of our Countrie, 


| 


Preachedin Banburie. 


———— 


Iſaiah 22. 12,13,14- 
In that day did the Lord God of Hoſtes call toweeping, and to 
_ ,and to baldneſſe,and to girding with ſackcloth : 


' . . "24+ 
4nd behold,ioy and gladneſſe, ſlaying oxen,and killing ſheepe, 
eating fleſh,and drinking wine. Let vs eate and roy for | 
10 morrow we ſhall die. 


the Lord God of Hoſts. 


—— 


LonpDoON, | 
Imprinted by Felix Kyngiton for Thomas 
Han. 1623. 


_ 


nd it was reuealed in mine eares by the Lord of Hoits, Surely | 
this iniquitie ſhall not be purged from you, till yee die, ſaith | 


(haritable T eares : _ 


| | 


| 
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TO THE CHRISTIAN 
READER. 


He reliques of eovd nature ve- 
A wer med.. fence the fall, 
(by the worke of 4 common 
Grace preſerning them) hane 
ht Heathen men to know, 
Sf | EN them 10 pratiiſe 
| duties. Among 


bonded 4 moi? afſettionate loue to their Conntrie, 


the welfare of which, they haue preferred e their 
new rs Gra army hane been care- 


fb > prmen, ant clay ene radi CAMany 
worthy ſayings hane they written 19 this purpoſe, but 
ſearce any more diuine, end more deſernt ir ath- 


on hane 1 met mithal, then that one of Tully, his 
booke of Scipioes Dreame, where he brings in a dead 
father (now in Heanen,as he ſuppoſed) encouraging hn 
ſonne ts doe ſerwice to his Countrie, (wherein himſelfe 


certaine place in Heauen for euery man, that 
ſhall procure the weale of his Countrie, either 
by frecing it from perill, or increafing reafing the hap- 


| 


— 
the reſt, Crain 


had ginen him a mot? noble andl notable example )with | 
this moiſt worthy ſemtence: There is a moſt ſure and | 


pinefle of it To heare 4 Gentile tell of 
Heanew, ooriees, to heare him «ll of 
certaine FI OnY * there for thoſe, that ſhould dee 


' veriuouſly ; 


: 


4 


| 


| 


——_— 


To the Chriſtian Reader. 


| on his ſoule with ſo celeſtial an argument , ſure it pro. 
 neth, that ſometimes the light of Nature doth reach 
| further , then many which live in the boſome of the 
' Charch,do attaine.But the purpoſe for which 1 thought 
| of thts ſentence, ts, to let it appeare, how great arecko- 
| ning reaſon doth tell euery man, that he ought 10 make 
of hus- Countries welfare , how carefall he ſhould be to 
| preſerue it from dangers, 10.4dorne it with all benefits, 
and to continue; and augment the flouriſhing eſtate 
thereof. 1t muſt needs be an happie paines "a which 
' 4 multitude doe _— commoatitte ; and that one man 
 deſerneth very well of all men, for whoſe cares or la- 
| boars,all doe fare the better... Now if Nature and Phis 
loſophy can erneſogood inſtructions 18 thoſe thatwell 


able both to learne,and follow the ſame leſſons ? It ss 4. 


| trauelling alone with a candle, or a torch, ſhell fee the 
| way better-then himſclfe : and without dowbr,that eye 
| 3-very dim, which diſcerneth leſſe by the helpe of the 
| San-beames, then another -m1y doe by the helpe of 4 
| Lampe or Taper. O, then how tnſt both blame and 
| ſhame muſt be caſt pen v5,that are nothing ſo regard- 
| fiull of our Countries welfare (the moit of 5) as were 
| ſore Inhabitants of Heathen Rome and _dthens! 1 
' would to God therefore, that I could inflame the ſoules 
| of thoſe, .that-ſhall reade' theſe few lines, with a farre 
| more ſeruent zeale tothe pro avs of this our Church 
| 4pd Nation, #hen that ad before. If the fire of- 
| loue did burne:warmer- and lighter in orr hearts, it 


| vertuouſly : 10 haue the ſermice of o ones C onntrie preſſed 


great reproch to himehat coes by day-light, if another | 


CA 


attend them, how much more perfettly ſhould wee bee | 


| would not drie ,p the fountarne of teaxes, tawhich: 1h . 


' booke 


tt. 


— 
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 TotheCh riſtian Reader. 


booke following perſwadeth, but would enen melt and 
diſſolue our now-frozen hearts into teares. Thoſe that 
ftand in places of eminency, may performe many good | 
ſeruices for their Countrie : we ſhrubs that ſit in the 
below, can doe nothing worth the naming, but 
earn!ſtly to pray for the barke, in which we ſayle, and 
| to lament the things that we ſee,to threaten a miſerable 
fhipwracke thereof. Herhat will indge of things by ap- 
prarance (and make carnall wiſdorne his onely Loade- 
ftarre in indging) can hardly miſtruſt ſo _ enill, as 
thoſe,that make faith in Gods threatuings « counſellour 
19 their forecaſt uit needs moit euidently foreſee now 
ready to come againſt vs. The huge encreaſe of vices 
amoneit vs,the noyſome ſwarmes of wicked men, and 
wicked deeds oe a(ſure exery one that beleeueth, there | 
6 a righteous Indge in Heaven (who thence beholdeth 
all the ſonnes of men) that hee will not long forbeare to 
ſcourge vs ſoundly, for our unthankfulneſſe to him, 
aud rebellion againit him, Lay all things together, | 
and I thinke, there neither tu, nor ener was a Nation 
| more beholding to the Diuine Maieitie, What peace ? 
What plentie ; What delinerances : What brightneſſe 
of heauenly light haue we eniozed now for — of 
| more then —_— yeeres? Againe,lay 1 things t0- | 
gether and,1 think there neither is ,nor euer was a Na. 
| tion more wicked and ungratefull, and that did worſe 
requite the louing kindneſſe of God. What profanenes * 
What blaſphemy: What contempt of God & his Word: 
| What finnes of all ſorts doe abound and reigne amongit 
vs? We ſeeme to hane entred into 4 contention with 
the Almiehtie, whether he ſhall be more mercifull, or 
we more ſinful ; whether be ſhall be more conſtant in 
0 doing 


Ghr—_ 
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Tothe Chriſtian Reader. 


| doing vs geed,or we more obſtinate in {inning arainit 


him, 1 doubt not but that the ſame faults are found in 
' other Nations,that are in ours , and in places furthcr 
off fromthe light, ro alſo groſſer faults: but a peo. 
ple ſo long and happily entoying the Goſpell, and ſo 
poorely anſwering the ſeede that hath been ſowne a- 
! mongit vs, I cannot thinke there any. What ſhall 
| we ave then? and what will bethe iſſue of our not bring. 
ine forth fruite worthy the paines and coſt that God 
hath beſtowed wpon 1s 5 We may flatter our ſelues, as 
it is hr for men 10 doe, and promiſe to our ſelues as 
much good,as our hearts can wiſh : but tt ts ſure, Gods 
threatnines ſhall bee fulfilled, and publike ſinnes ſhall 
brongin indecments after them, anſwerable 10 them- 
felaes ingreatneſſe,and in ps blikeneſſe. Mint inten- 
tion therefore,zn ſeiting abroad this Sermon,u, 10 doe 
the beft good that I can 10 my peore Conniry tn ſtirring 
wp thoſe that are not ſtarke dead in ſinnes, to ſet their 
endeauours on worke, for the preventive of her woes. 
T here « no way left for vs to defend our ſelues againit | 
Goas hand, but prayers and teares. Mans wiſaome 
folly with God : 1t hurts it ſelfe often, in ſeeking 10 
heipe i ſelfe, and lyes ſnared im ts owne ſubiiltie, as in 
agrin. Mans power is weakeneſſe with God, and of- 
ten caſts it ſelfe downe,by ſeeking to eftabliſhit ſelf, fal- 
ling with its owne weight. No, my brethren, no : Not 
our wiſdome,not our power but our prayers and teares, 
1 {ay,our prayers and teares z theſe are the beſ} fences 


againſt the calamities,towhich our Country ſtands ex- 
poſed. T heſe. meh pacific Gods theſd mull rake bim ſay, 


| Amos 7.3,%. | a5 once headed texbe ProphiryyIt ſhall riot bt, faich | 


the Lord; To theed that wight proveke ſome 19 


| _ apply | 


— — ——_ _— 


\ your teares are now called for , to waſh away thoſe 


I 
- 


| big Tothe Chriſtian Reader. 


| apply themſelues to this ſo needfull a ſeruice far their 
Countrie,l hane held vp the example of a moit worthy 
mas of God, wheſe example, if we would imitate, no 
donbt but we ſhould procure as much proſperitie to our 
Nation,as Iſrael inioyed in his time. Set abont it there- 
fare,0 yee Chriſtian ſoules : Tour Countric hath inte-. 
reſt into you  1t callengeth at your hands, all the good 
you can affoord it : 1t inflly claimeth the vimoſt im- 
proouement of all your abilities. It ſtands in danger of 
| Gods hand,by reaſon of the ſinnes wherewith it is defi- 
kd. Not your blood (whioeh wouldyou denie ?) but 


ftaines, Heathen men haue fought for their Conntrie, 
ſhall not we ſigh for it > They haue giuen their whole 
bodies, ſhall not wee giue our teares ? T hey haue laid 


They haue encountred all perils, ſhall not we endure the 
labour of mourning and lamentations ? 1 call wpon you. 
in Ieremies words: Let your tcarcs runne downe 
like a Riuer day and night © giue your ſelucs no 
reſt, letnottheapple of your eyes ceaſe. Arilc, 
crie, out in the night, in the beginning of the 
night watches, powre out your hcarts like wa- 
ter before the face of the Lord, lift your hands 
towards him. 1f miſerie come, you- will ſurcly-crie, 
| when orying will auaile bnt little; crie before it come 
| with ſuch 4 crying,as may preuent it. O, deferre not ie 
afford this 1and another ſea of teares for its ſafe-gard, 
and that a better too,then this wherewith it ſtands ſur- 
\rounded. T he mulittude are ſo metamorpheſed inte 
| | flopes,that all words axe caſp awsy, which may be ſpent 


downe their lines, ſhall not wee lay downe our mirth * | 


uy calling them to ſorrow. But if there-be (as ſure there 
| ; A &) 


[ 


Lam.3.18,19. 


rr 
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Tothe Chriſtian Reader. 
' #5) in our Nation,any ſmall remnant left,of thoſe that 
| have hearts of fleſh, now let them witneſſe their loues 
| ro their Countrey, in taking wp a bitter lamentation 4- 
| gain# thoſe crimes, that make a clamor in heazen a- 
| gain#t it. Crie aloude (1 pray you) and out-crie the 
| crybng ſinnes of England. God from Heauen bath 
| | nog aloud by diners correttions; He, as 4 Father 
oth to ſtrike, hath giuen vs many a faire warning. 

Let vs not ſhew our ſhoe to be wanton children, that 

will take no warning that will not beleeue their parents 
threats,that will needs continue their untewardnes, till 


; bo ſmart with ſtripes. There are many that mourne 
| for croſſes, penurie drawes teares from the eyes of ma- 


Let our hearts be filled with ruth, for the faults that fill 
this Kinedome : Let the Lord ſee, that ſome ave fit ts 
be ſpared, if for their ſakes,perhaps,he may. ſpare all. 1 
pray thee, Reader,be a true friend -vmo thy natine ſoile. 
| Helpe her with thy humble requeſts and earneſt lamen- 
fattons. wm to God for her with a bended knee, 
| and « broken heart,and moyitned eyes. Not thy monty, 
| not thy toyle,not thy fighting not thine hazard,bnt Y 
ferrowes are called] or, 3, 
and to thy Countrie, and we ſhall all be ſafe. All enc- 
mies here or elſewhere, all Papiits at home or abroad 
cannot hurt vs,if our ſinnes. hurt vs not ; they ſhall not 


mentations. God is our King, ſinne « treaſon acainſt 


and will anenve it : but if we ſpare not to griene for ſin, 


| be will ſurely ſpare to puniſh-it. Happy eriefe, bleſſed | 


geares, [ 


en 


— ——— — _—_ 


1 


| the rod be held wp ouer them, yea, till their skin begin | 


ny. We weepe tons purpoſe,tn weeping for ach t Ings. 


hurt vs, ſo log as they bee purſued with cryes and la- | 


him -if many commit it, and none bewaile it, he muit | 


| 


7 fd vouchſafe 18 thy ſelfe, 


nt 
ltd ects 
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| 


| 


rok hazard, thy ſubflance. But 1 muit not foreſtall 


3G, fr ,aud them to thee, I would thou woul- 
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The Epiſtle Dedicatorie, © 

reares, ionfull ſorrow, T he hears of fools is in the houſe 
of anger we of wiſe een in the houſe of. 4 
ning. Follow the worthy _ imo this bouſe, imi- 
rate him in it, doe as he hath done, and thy Countric 
enioy thy teares,more they it could dee thy Labour, 


the following Diſcourſe. I hope it will cauſe the good 
amongit vs,to pitie their Mother, and 1s mourne for 
her ,that they themſclues may reiozce with her in the 

te of their mourning. Now 1commit thee to the 


deft them; 1 would thou wonldeft conſider them, 
I would thou wouldeft prattiſe them : and ſo wiſhin 
thee as mach good ſorrow, as in other caſes thouc 
wiſhthy ſelfe coy, 1 leane thee to his bleſane who will ac. 
cept thy ſorrow aud remaine 


_ 


A defirer of thy teares, 
William Whartely. 


Feb.19c1622. 
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Openine the Text,and ſhewing, and proving the 
FY yy der that wr onght oth fo | 
beart the finnes fs: o- 
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thers.” 


A yay HE Prophet of God, the! 

TSS \ { Author, of this-moſt hea-1 

k  uenly Pſalme, mrhis- pared 

WE Þ?. DL ofis 'peocetderieingdali me-/ 

6 ditations aficr this.ord-r.| 
R [ 21 Firſt, hemakes way 1& his 

Exe AA -pericions, by proficiling his 

lccro039 121: o{digeare eine, 

Verl. 129, 139, 13x, Secondly, kepropounds/: 

his. petitions ; for mercy! Verli x32. direi-|| 
on, 1:33, deliverance, 134. feeling of Gads fa-| 


v9lek an $. Laſtly, hee concludes tus perin 
Oa | with} 
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Charitable Teaves. Cnapy.1. 


with profeſſing his ſorrow for other mens fins 
in theſe words. And this he puts alſo for acon. 
firmation of his faith, to aſſure himſclfe, and (as | 
one may ſay) to perſwade the Lord, that hee 
| ſhould ſpecd inhis ſuites : Forit is great reaſon, 
that God ſhould mercifully guide, deliuer, and 
'comfort him, that dorh take ſo hainouſly the 
diſhonour done to God by other people. Wee 
haue here then to marke the griefe of Dauzid, ſer | 
out by the quantitie and cauſe of it. The quan- 
titic 1s expreſſed in that hyperbolicall phraſe, 
Riners of waters runne downe mine eyes. Whereby 
is meant, that his ſorrow was very great, and! 
withall conſtant, in that it did ſhew it ſelfe by 
continuall and abundant ſtreames ofteares. The 
cauſe is intheſe words , Becauſe they keepe nos. thy 
Law. Not wrongs and perſecutions againſt him- 
ſelfe,burt finne and wickedneſſe againſt God, did 
procure his great forrow : or if he wept for the 
moleſtations and iniurics offered vnto himſelfe, 
yet not ſomuchconfidered inthe nature of iniu- 
TieS,as of nnes. Lerme therefore at this time 
bold ro prefie vpon you a moſt needfull and 
excelent durie,from the example of this holy 
man,ws. To lay ro heart the fins of other men. 
All the feruants of God ſhould imitate this one 
ſcruam of God in the cauſe, courſe, quantitie, 
conſtancy ofhisſorrowes, and ſer themſclues to 
mourne ily, earneſtly, daily; for the tranſ- 
greſhons of others, which their eyes doe ſee,and 
thei eares doe heate; It ſhould bee a cortoziue | 
te-ourſoules;ard an anguifhta our ſþirits,tobe- 


hold, j 
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tt 


hold, and know the diſhonour that is done vnto 
{ our Maker, bythe offences of ourncighbours. 
 Euerie good ſubicR is troubled, to ſee his fel- 
low ſubie&sproole Rebels, neither can any 
| good and durifull ſonnc or daughter, behold | 
without ſorrow,the rudeneſſe or yndurifulneſſe | 
of their brethren or ſiſters : nay,a ſeruant thar is | 
louing and obedient to his Maſter, is alſo ſorric | 
atthe heart, if his fellow-ſcruants ſhew them- | 
felues ſubburne, careleſſe, and diſobedient : fo / | 
ſhould ic be with the faichfull ſubic&s, duriful! | 
children, and obedient ſeruants of the liuing 
God,their very ſoules ſhould be filled with an- 
guiſh,and their countenances with ſadnefle, for 
the rebellion,diſobedience, wickednes of thoſe 
amongſt whom they liuc. Notalone our owne , 
effences, bur thoſe of our brethren alſo, ſhould 
be as a loadeand burden vpon our ſoules. Thus 
it is reported of Lot, that hee wexed his righteous | 2. Per 2.8. 
ſoule from day to day; with feerng and hearing their 
wnlanfulldeeds; ſpeaking of his behauiour, when 
hee dwelt in Sodom. The impurities and vn- 
cleanneſſes of thoſe brutiſh creatures,were cuen 
asa racke ynto his ſoule, and he could not looke 
ypon their foule and loathſome, and yet com- | 
mon and vſuall abominations, but thar it did 
euen torture and torment his hart, no lefſe then 
a racke would haue done his body. So when | 
Ezra was informed of the finne ofthem, thar | £12923 
had returned our of captiuitie ; hee firs downe 
confounded.and fafts,and weepes,and mournes, | 
and inthe agonie of his foule, puls off the haire 
: 
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of his owne beardfor griefe, and at laſt breakes 
foorth into a moſt lamentable and mournefull 
; confeſſion of that ſinne. This Prophetalſo had 


; profetſed before inthe 5 3. verſe ofthis Plalme, | 


ſaying : Horror hath taken hold pon me, becau(e 
| hs wicked which forſake thy Law. And leremiah ad 
feſſerh to the people, that if they would nor 
hearken vato him (to amend thcir liues accor- 
ding to _ _ of OT hee ſhould 
ſpeake,and ha ken) then his ſoule fbvuld we 
| Sfing places for their pride , yea,his eye ſbould —_ 
| ſore, and run downe with teares. The Apoſtle Paw 
likewiſe hearing of the inceſtuous Corinths a-, 
bominable crime, and the great conninency of 
the Church of Corinth towards him, did write 
a letter vnto them about this matter, as himſelfe 
ſaith, out of much affiiction and anguiſb of heart, and 
with many teares, Lo, howbirtet to the ſoule of 
'the holy Apoſtle, the tidings of the Corinthian 
| diſorders wcre. He tharfor ſcourging, ſtocking, 
impriſonment, ſtoncing, and all heauy perſecu- 
| tions, was ſcarce eucrfilled with anguiſh(bur ra- 
therreioyccd inthe ſame,and ſeemed to gather 
 new-life by the comming on of new miſeries) is 
now exceedingly caſt downe,and put into bit- 
ter weeping, and lamentation, for the wicked- 
neſſe committed by one of that Church, and by 
thereſt tolerated, Yea,our Saviour Chriſt him- 
 ſelfecthe þeſtpatterne of all holinefle and obedi- 
ence) did looke vponthe Phariſes (as the Gol- 
pellcels vs) angerly indeed, as their peruerſenes 


_ wilfulneſle did well deſcruc, but withall, 


mour- | 
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| Cuar.t — .:Chatirtble Tears. 
| monrming forthe hardnes oftheir hearts. And it 


| 
| 
| which ouht 10 be found in crerie godly man, 
| 
| 
ſ 


| matiy benefits, which.they: themſelyes doe re- 


| 


is alſo obſetrned of him,that eomming to Ieruſa- 

jem,he didenenweepcouctr it in great compa{ 
 fion, becauſe they had careleſly nogleR-d the 
' day of their viſitation;. Yon ſec-proofe enongh 
of —_— :: let vs furthermake it good vnto 
| your oules,by cleerc and euident reafans to be 
raken from foure heads : Firſt, fromthe graces 
[that ought robe ine. cry.Chriſtianhearr,which 
-cannot but procurcthis ſorrow, Secondly,from 
| the narure of finne,which is to be forrowed for. 
| Thirdly,from the good effe&s that will grow 
from this ſorrow. And laſtly, from the ewill cf- 
fs,that will follow vpon the want ofthis ſor- 


rOW:.. 


_— 


' Cnap. II. 
Containing one reaſon of the pornt, from the graces 


and being found,cannot but work this ſor- 
row-:theſe are three , Loue to God, 
Loue to men, Hatred of 


ſinne, 


Tis agreed vpon by all, thatthe hearts 

of. Gods Saints, ought to abound in 

T- feruent loue tothe divine Maieſtie, in 
regard hork ofthoſe infinite excellencies which 


are in bis holy nature, and the innemerable de- 
monſtrations thereof, as alſo of thoſe great and 


—_ 


I uk. 19.47, 
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ceiue from him. This loue cannot be ſeparated | 
from an caraeſt deſire, that he may be honored, 
ſcrucd,obcyed,and in word and deedacknow. | 
ledged = reſpeted, according to his owne 
worth and preatneſle, and the multitude and 
greatneſſe of his mercies. Now there is ſuch a 
naturall ſympathy berwixt the affeQions of 
mans heart, and they are ſo mutually ſubordina- 
ted each toother in their workings, as it is not 
poſſible, but that loue to any perſon, and deſire 
_ he war _ dealt _ "ur needs 
raylevpgriefe orrow vpon the beholdi 
ofthe qureonrrarie: pon mul eee 
get hatre orring ole things, t 
tend tothy hurt,and diſhonour ofthe partie lo- | 
ued, becauſe he that loueth, cannot chooſe but | 
eſteeme and account them cuill, yea, and very 
euill, and if that thing bee preſent with an 
man which he hateth,and reputeth cuill, itmuſt| 
of ncceſlitie ſtirre vp in him a meaſure of ſorrow 
proportionable to his hatred. Wherefore this 
griefe muſt beare witneſle to the truth of that 
loue,which, we ſay, wee beare vnto the liuing 
God, and muſt iuſtific all thoſe proteſtations, 
which wee are ready to make,of hauing abun-' 
{ dant good will vnto him. Forit is invaineto 
fay,we loue,ifwe bring not forth the effes of 
loue.Ir is but painted and imaginarie fire, which 
eeldeth forthneither heate norlight: ſo it is 
ut rongue-loue , and lip-affetion (which is 
good for nothing but to beguile our ſelues, and 
make vs better conceited of our fſelues, then 


there 


= — — 


Saad 22? ver phat thay Dn Pe PE ENe OE "TI IOC" 


[2 Po ER 
"Gu 


of oo ee Res cs. ed can et ae 


"hyp 
| CHAP.2. 


] « RE Rn 
ro the ſoules of them that commir it, it cannot | 
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there is cauſe) that producerh not thetrue and 
proper fruites of loue. | 
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Furthermore, wce doe know and confeſle, | £oneio men, 


that our loueto God, muſt alwayes bee ioyned 
with the Joue of our brethren, cuen of all that 
are made of the ſame fleſh with our ſclues, 1 
meane,our hearts muſt bee ſettled ina liking of 
them, and defire 'of thcir welfare, as of Gods 
creatures,to whom he hath pleaſed to vnite v's | 
inmany bonds. For though rhe Lord doe al- ! 
low,yea,and command vs, to hate the workers | 
of iniquitie (as they well deſerue, becauſe they | 
commit hate-worthy a&ions,) yet this hatred 
muſt not be any habituall inclination, or moti- 
onof the will to their hurt, but alone aſtirring 
vp of the affeion of diſlike againſt them, or not 
brooking them, in regard of the euill which 
they commit z which may well ſtand, and muſt 
cuer be ioyned with the vertue of Chriſtian cha- 
ritie, whereby out of a liking ofthem, as Gods 
creatures, we are alwaycs promvr, and rcady to 
wiſhand ſeeke their good. Now if we do thus 
loue them, muſt it nor needs gricue vs to ſec 
that,which wc know to be harmefull and mil- 
chicuous to them £ Loue cannot chooſe but 
breeda fellow-fecling compaſſion, a ſympathi- 
zing commileration, and fenfibleneſſe of the 
lofle,cuill,damage,miſcric, ofthe partie loued... 


— 


Whcrefore ſinne being(as inthenext reaſon we} 


are to ſh:w) a moſt dangerous and hurtful thing 


bur call for our forrow, yea, much ſorrow, and | 
warns 


_— — 


Ty many tenves, whenſocotrwebchold ic. erl 
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{ ſinfull, is hatefull alſo; and therefore the Word | 


{ 1t is a edntrariety tothe will and glory of God, 
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Againe,cucry Chriſtianman ſhould haue his 
heartpoſſefſed wirki aloathing,deteſtation, and 
hatrediof finnegvrhat! being.iadeed the firſt and 
principa,andmoſt imimediate dbiect of hatred, 
we may call it the chiefe odiousthing,in regard 
of which alone,itis Jawful ro hateother things, 
neither is any thing further hatefull,then as it 
doth ſome way or other participate of ſinne : 
miſery being alone hatefull ſo farre,as it is an 
cffe& and concomitant of finne, from which if 
it be ſeparated(as in the caſe of ſuffering forwel- 
doing)it is cucn louely and defireablezbut what- 
ſocuer doth fauour of ſinne, ihas much as it is 


of God commands vs.to be haters of cuill. And } 
ifa man doe neuerſ{o much forbeare finne out of 
other confiderations of the inconueniences that 
inſueirnor out of a loathing of it,in as much as 


 perly contraric to God,as hauing no manner of 

| dependance-vpon him, nor ſimilitude of him, 

| norany'otherrclation to him,buralone as con- | 
rrariesbe relatiues,and as crimes haue reference 

| tothe Tudge thatis to puniſhthem,) I ſay, if in 

| chisrcſpe& of loathing ſinne as finne, wee for- 

| bearc irnor,our forbearance of it,is not a thing | 


- . 


L 
- 


| 


thechiefe good : (for indeed finnealone is pro- 


formally: good, it is nor truly nor fincerely | 


| good,but alone good inſhew, a _—_ of hy- | 
© Mar. carcaſle or painting 0 


goodneſſe. It | 
being thenathing ſo abſolutely needfull co bate 


ſinne, 
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\ſinve; ts-that wee cannot fay;. 'wethain 6Gods 
{ Image;vhleſſe we reſemble him-in this (for hee 
hateth finne with a perfect hatred) it is therfore | 
alſo neceffarie.that we gricue for ſtanc : forthe | 
| preſence of athing lothſome and dereſted,can- 
\ not be ſeparatcd from griefe ; gricte being no- | 
thing elſe but a contraction and paining of 
| the heart at ancuill thing prefent,and that mult | 
needs bceconfeſled, eyill, which is-accounted | 
| hatefulf. Sq.then we ſhall, fallely atfirme, that} 
| we hate cuill, if we ſorrow not to ſee it commit- | 
ted. 'There are ſome things, which innature a; 
manabhorreth, and cannot-away withall (as 
| ſome cannot endure a Cat,ſome a: Mayſe; ſome 
'a Frog, orthe like;,) now when ſuch a;loathed 
thing,doth of force; and whetherhc will or no, 
draw neere to any perſon ; experience will tcl! 
| vs, how gricuousit is vnto-him , hee cryes, and 
| 


| Crnap.2. Charitable Tearts, | | | 
1 | 
| 


ſhreekes,and ſtarts, and ſhewes an extrtmitic of 
the gaiſion of ſorrow; and if he cannox flie from 
| #t,hts whole bady wilt iwcepe, as it were, in a 
| kind of cold {wear,as if the weeping ofthe eyc 

were too little. So if finne be amongſt the num- 
| >cx of things, that we cannot away withall, that 
wedo loath,deteſt,and have inabatnination, we 
fhall-ſurely reftifie our abhorring;jt, by a ſadnes, | 
heauines;dcicdtedneſſe, contrattion,contrition, ! 
troublednefle, talling,mclting and mourning af 
our ſpirits, - when wee cannot chooſe: byrſee it | 
' committed :! for betwixt grace and finne, there | 
| is as trace an antypathy, as betwixt a mans nature 

and a toade, And therefore ſo much grace (I 
meanc, | 


9 - — — — 
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| 
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From the nature 


of frnne, which | 


j 


f 


| haue youthe firſt reaſon ofthe point, conſider 
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meane,ſanRifying | Grace) as we haue in vs; ſo 
much ſorrow muſt we needs hauc for ſinne. So 


Cnar3.\ 


the ſecond, which wee fetch from the nature of! 
linne. | 


| with which, all that is cuill, doth become evill, 


Cray. III. 


Containing another reaſon of the doiirine,gathe. 
red from the nature of ſine. 


Innes, of ail rhings in the World, 
the moſt andgreatcſt euill, ſepara- 
ting the pcrſonin whom it ruleth, | 
from the Sea and Fountaine of 
Jonny We may call it, aftera 
ſorr, the firſt and chicfe cuill, by participation 


as God himſelfe is rhe firſt and chiefe good, by 
participation with whom, all things that are 
good,doe become ſo. For firſt,finnc doth moſt 
of al things(yca,ſolcly and alone)croſſe,thwarr, 
contradiQ,and fo wrong and diſhonour, and ſo 
offend, prouoke and anger ; yea,and after a ſorr, 
gricue,trouble,and yexe the Lord God of Hea- | 
uen * for God himſelfe is nor afraid rotell Vs, 
that he is grieued with mens wickednefſe, that 
heis laden with them, asa Cart with Sheaues ; 
yea.that men doe wearic him with thcir iniqui- | 
ties; yea, that it gricued him at his heart that 

he bad made man,when hee ſaw his wickednes. 
[t is certaine,that the Lords excellencie is ſuch, 


and | 
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and ſo.infinite, that no perturbation can befall 
him, to the diminiſhing of his happineſſe and 
bliſſe,let all the ſinners in the World both doe 
and ſay, whateucr wickedneſfſe they can. But 
yer ſtill finne is a thing of that nature, as doth 
direQtly tend to the difquieting, troubling, and | 
hurting ofhim,by caſting him out ofhis throne, 
by wreſting his authoritie out of his hands, by 
ſerting his creaturc in his roome,and preferring 
the will and pleaſure of the creature (which is 
lefle then nothing) before his will and pleaſure, 
that is more then all things. All thisthe ſinner 
doth,as it were,proffer and aſſay to doe,though 
he cannot cffe it : For finne is nothing but an 
oppoſition of the reaſonable creature,to the au- 
thoritie and commanding will of the Creator, 
And therefore if it were not, becauſe the Lord 
out of his endlefſe and vnmatchable power, is 
ablero caſe, content, honour, and glorifte him- 
ſelfe on the finncr,by a iuſt and deſerued puniſh- 


\| ment of the ſinne,and by cauſing the way of the 


wicked to periſh, as the Pſalmilſt ſpeaketh, ir | 
would certainely prooue, cuena very vcxation, | 
miſery, and hurt vnto him. So finne is the fou- | 
leſtthing inall the World,offering and attemp- 

ting ro do the greateſt miſchiefe in the World, 

euen tro put'the Lord beſides his Kingdome, | 
and torob him of his Soucraigne authoritie and | 
power ; and ſhould nor a Chil d of God be grie-| 
ved to fec ſuch athing as this committed? If we | 
ſeea man offering to wound,cur,ſtab,kil a child, | 


a friend, a neighbour, a ſtranger; griefe _— 
| Us —_ 
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' uine Maicſtic,inthe ſight and hearing of one of 
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amaze vs,we cry out,and our heart bleeds with | 


oriefe. The ſinner(eſpecially by groſſe and pre- 
{umptuous ſinning) doth, as it were, ſtrike at 
God,endeuours to pierce, wound,and ({ct it bee 
ſpoken with reuerence,toſhewthe horrible euil 
of finne) after a ſort,to kill him : for his Beeing | 
and Soucraigntie muſt needs both Randand fall 
rogether,and finne doth directly ſer againſt his 
Soueraigntie : ſothar if a ſinner could haue his 
will, the Lord ſhould bee King ofall the earth 
no longer. O harcfull and horrible thing ! And. 
ſhall rhis horrible wrong be offercd to the Di- | 


his children and fubiets, and hee not crie out 
againſt ir, and bee painedat the very ſoule for 
| $9 
Furthermore,finne is the moſt banefull and 
miſchieuous thing tothe creature, that cam: bee 
imagined, both to the perſons ſelfe that doth 
commit it,and alſoto the place and Nation, in 
which it is committed. Vpon the commirters 
ſoule (not to name inferiour puniſhments) it 
bringeth vnauoydably (vnlcfle griefe and ſor- 
row come betwixt).the intolerable rorment of þ 
Gods infinite and vnconceiueable wrath, and 
indignation , cauſing, that ſo ſure as there is a 
God,ſo fure ſhall rhe ſoule of euery manthar 


aduentureth vponir, befor;cuer tortured;and 
fried inthe fierie:and vnquenchable flames of 
Hell, vnteffe repentance (thar is, anheartie ſor- 
row for it, anda carefull amendment ofit) doc 

eucnt'the danger.; Chritt: hath fſaid.it long | 


agocy, 


—— 
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agoc ; Theſe ſhall goe into enerlaſting fire, and in | 
Hell their worme dycth not, nor their fire goeth out, ' 
Dauid affirmed as much before in ſubſtance, | 
ſaying ; Ypon the wicked he ſhall raine ſnares, fire | 
and brimſtone, and an horrible tempeſt z this ſhall bee | 
the portion of their cup. Paul hath confirmed as | 
much,faying ; Indienation and wrath, tribulation 
and anguiſh hol bee wpon enerie man that doth enil.. | 
And againe : For + 5 ſake,the wrath of God 
commeth won the children wv, diſobedience. Shall we | 


'| ſee aman offer to teare out his owne bowels, to 


caſt himſelfe into rhe middeſt of the Sea, to 

leape into an hot ficric furnace, and not be har- 

tily forrowfull at it: Now what doth cuery 

ſinner, bur prepare an huge fire, by piling on 

huge heapes of wood, wherein his ſoule and bo- | 

dy muſt afterwards be burnt for cuer, theanger | 

and iuſtice of God,turning all into a flame, that | 

neuer ſhall be quenched 5 Can any man know, | 

belecue, and conſider all this euill ro follow | 

fromſinne,and not bewaile bitterly, to ſee his 

brother ruſh into it ? 
Moreouer, forthe whole Land where finne | #%* mr 

iscommitrted,it is thereby made obnoxious to ——— 

all the miſcries,thatrhis world canbring forth ; | 

Sword, Famine, Peſtilence, all theſe come atter 

to purge away finne, if teares doe not firſt waſh | 

away the ſtaines thereof. This is thar, that ſets | 

open the flood-gates of Gods vengeance, and | 

cauſerth it toemprtie ir ſelfe vpon a Nation, and 

maketh it to breake in vponthem, like the brea- | 

ches of the Sea, which cannor be ſtopped. This | 


2 cauſeth 


_—_ 


| 


ct 


' cauſ{ertvthe Lord in wrath toturne men ouer to 
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| ciuill and open diſcord, whereby they fall a kl- 


| gore blood, and the earth be hidden,andas ir 
were, buried with carcaſſes. Hence it commeth, 
| that the Sword hath commiſſion to deſtroy,and 
 deuoure ; that the ancient man is pierced tho- 
row,the young child toffed vpon a ſpeare, and 


ling each other, till the ſtreeres doe {ſwim with | 


his braines daſhed out againſt the ſtones; and| 


| 


the virgin firſt rauthed,and after hath her guts 
ript out, Warre,with all the bloodie miſchicfes 
and inſuffcrable inſolencies thereof,doe follow 


—_— 


cape, and a populous Countrie changed into a 
Wildcrnes, and put ouer to Owles and Hedge-: 
hogs.and vncleane birds and beaſts to inhabite; 
and neuer was there Towne, Citie,or Country, | 


mitred, but ſooner or later, Gods glitteritig: 
Sword was ſheathed in the bowels of it. Hence 
are all rhe ſtirs and tumults that al Nations haue 
roaned ynder. This hath made the eaxth to: 
gerlike a drunken man, and the inhabkants 
thereofrorcelevpand downe, like men oucr-| 
come of wine. This is that which caſts rhe 


of men the-mad humour of quarrelli 
and killing each otherby thauſands,and —_— 
thouſands at a time. Thisalſo cauſeth rhe Lord 
roſcndthe deſtroying' Angell againſt a Coun- 
abour him 


ypon ſinne, tilla Citie be turned into aruinous | 


where finne was boldly and impenitently com: | 


World into a very frenzy, and puts the fonnes. 


trie, and giue him charge ro la | 
fiercely, ſmiting and killing (as it hath befalne, | 
| 1 euen 


> _ 
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euen in our owne times and fight) diuers thou- 
ſands in one weeke, within the compaſle of one 
Citie « How many more then in the whole 
Nation * The {weeping Peſtilence, and other 
infe&ious diſeaſes, doe come in purſuite after 
finfull men.,and ſinfull deedes ; and flying in at 
the windowes, doe cmptic the houſes ot men, 
and Townes of inhabitants, till none bee left to 
walke in the ftreetes, and trauaile in the high- 
on thereof. And neuer yet was there,neuer 
| there be aſinfull and wicked Nation, but 
(one time or other, inthe fitteſt ſeaſon, when | 
their fines are growne ripe) the Lord hath, or 
will diſpatch his Meſſenger, riding vpon the 
pale Horſe of Plague, together with him that 
rides on the red Horſe of Warre, to auenge the 
uarrell of his Couenant vpon it : yea, for this 
0, the blacke Horſe of Famine is appointed 
to toyne himſelfe with the other two, to make 
yet a more full riddance, and take a more full 
vengeance. Dearth, famine,and ſcantnefſe, want 
of bread, cleaneneſſe of teeth and emprtineſle, 
and the lingring conſumption and pining away | 
of the body.for want of vicuall : theſe tormen- | 
ting euils So come onthe World,to puniſh the 
wickedneſſe of the World. The bellies and 
| backes, and all the limmes and ioynts of mens | 
bodies,muſt wring, and bee pinched for it, be- | 
cauſe all did ioyne together, and abuſerhem- 
 Helues CY it, Sinne doth ſometimes 
ſhur vp the bottles of Heauen,and make the Sun 


(as it were inan anger) to burne vp Corne and 
P 3 _ Grafſe, 
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, | conſumed the Canaanites -out of their-good 
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Grafle, and the neceſfarie proviſion for mans 
ſuſtenance. Sometimes againe,irdorh open the 
ſame bottles oucr-long,and cauſeth the clouds | 
| 


as ina ragc,to drowne vp the fruits of thecarrh, 
that men and beaſts ſhould feede vpon. This | 
alſo makes the-earth it ſelfe, asir were, hard- | 
hearted tomankind, and (euen quite and cleane 
againſt her rdiſpoſition)to refuſe to yeeld} 
her encreaſe for-their vſe. Neither was there | 
cuera Nationynder Heauen,of what profeſſion 
ſocuer,Chriſtian or Heathen, but that the Lord 
hath taken his fit times, to diſcouer his anger a- 
gainſttheir ſmnes,by with-holding from them 
the fruites of Nature, and pinching them wirh 
{carcirte,in ſtead of abundance. - And that is of- 
ten'fulfilled, which rhe Pſalmiſt ſingeth ; A 
fruitefull Land is made barren for the tranſgreſ(- 
ſions of them that dwell in it.Sinne hath ſlaugh- 
tred,poyſoned, ſtarued millions of millions of 
men,and fent to violent and vntimely ends, in- 
; num2rable thouſands of reaſonable creatures 
| and beaſts. Sinne turnes looſe Fire, and Water, 
ahd Heauen,and Earth, Sunne and Moone, and 
{ Beaſts, and all 'Creatures,and makes them all to 
fight agamſt Man ro deſtroy him; and (which 
is more miſchicuous) it turnesthem-looſe one | 
vpon another , to employ their reafon and 
ſtrength to their muruall ruine and overthrow. 
Whiat was that, that drowned the old World 
burnt vp Sodom, and the [Cities adioyning:* 


| Land * laid waſte mn pied /Aanen, 
| an 


\ 
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and all the other Countries, yea,of Iewrie and 
Ieruſalem too? and often(ro come neerer to our 
ſelues ) the-Cities and Countries of this our | 
owne Nation? Was it not ſinne © Whar,lI ſay, 
hath burnt vp ſo many houſes and townes, ſpoi- 
led ſo much goods and treaſure, murdered fo 
many men and women,and done ſuch vnſpeake- 
able miſchiefe in the World * Bur cuen this 
foule, loathſome,odious,and abominablc thing, 
which we call {inne,the very proper parcntand 
'grand-dameofall that cuill, that all creatures 
ye vnder.. Forlying, and ſwearing, and who- 
ring,and murder,and fraud, and oppreſſion, for 
| | and profaneneſſe ; for 1dolatric.and | 
uperſtition;for ſwearing,and curſing,and other 
abominations, the God of Heauen hath a quar- 
rell with the men on earth, and empries his qui 
uerofarrowes,and ſends outall his Hoſtes and 
Armies,to cut them in pieces, fighting againſt 
their bodies,goods, liues,ſfoulcs,and all,till hee 
| haueſpoyled them ofal comforts here, and ſent 
them to yell,and roare,and crie, and weepe,and 
1 their teeth in Hell hereafrer,where their | 
ſinnes ſhall be no longer a griefc vnto him, be- 
cauſe he hath aucnged, and, as it were,comfor- 
{ ted himſclfe in the execution of his infinite and 
| __ Iuſtice vpon them. O.my Brethren ! 
ue.we not ſaid enough,to make yauperceiue, 
that it was not without cauſe,that Denid made 
his eyes to guſh our riuers (and that you ſhould 
make your eyes doe the like)for-ſuch athing as 


this 2 | 
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CHAP. IV. 
Containing a third reaſon of the dottrine, from 
ihe good effetts of this mour- 
nnge 


Fe Vt let vs goe forward, to prouoke 
, =_ yet with more reaſons,to. this 
$ holy and heartie mourning. Theſe 

cx Riuers of teares doe giue 

"_ coment to God.,and fo refreſh his 
ſoule, wearied with finne (to ſpeake afterthe 
manner of men,) that. fo long as there bee but 
euen a few of them running, his atiger cannot 
waxe hottoburne againſta Nation. Amongſt 

—_ there are found a competent num- 

ber of menthat doe wayle,mourne, and lament 

for the common ſinnes, this holy exerciſe of 


|/Gods Tuſtice forthe rime,that he will nor ſtrike 
that ___ with great ſeucritie. He is foabun- 
y 


| dant 


cheirs dothas we may fpeake) tye the hands of 


pitifull and large in compaſſion;that hee 
cannot but deferre rhe execurion of his wrath | 
(ſo long as it may poſlibly ſtand with —_— | 
neſſe to deferre it)ypon the feruent and humble | 
ition of his poore ſeruants, that with ſad | 
_— — knees, — _ _ 
aying : :O Lord; ſpare th ewhom t 
haſte ; ; 'OLord God, forgiue and 
ceaſe, weebeſeech thee z for who ſhall rayſe vp 
lacob,for he is{tmal7Let ſin beas open and great, 


and crying.and clamorous as it will, yet i there | 


i.e _ pats. OO ——_ _ 
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— 


| be aconuenient nſber, fiftie,fortie,thirty,twen-. 
tie,or pe rhaps but renin a Citie, that cric, and 
weepe,and make bittcr lamentation for it ; none 
extremiric of publike iudgements likely ſhall 
come : Seldome doth God breake in vpon a 


ce 


| pens there be none, or ina manner none 
eft 


roſtand inthe gap; and when the time ap- 
procherh, rhat hee hatha full purpoſe ro doe a 
fearefull execution on a Land, then doth he take 
away the mourners, and deliuer the ſuruiuours 
vp to hardnefle of heart, and carnal! mirth and 
iolliry,that ſo he may haue a ful blow ar ir, when 
there is none to hinder, and without let powre 
forth all the vials of his wrath, when there is 
none ſtands vp to deprecate. Oexcellent fruit 
of lamentation for Publike finnes!irgets a repri- 
uall of an whole Towne or Countrie, and cau- 
ſerch, that the Lord will not ſuffer his furious in- 
dignation to ouerflow, Soa man 1s agreat be- 
nefacor to his Countrie, by powring forth his 
reares inthiswiſe, and ſhould nor Chriſtians, 
as well as(yea, more then)Heathens,ſhew them- 
ſelues true louers of their Country? Bur,it doth 
likewiſe preſerue the mourners ſelfe from in- 
feion of ſinne, cauſing that it cannot ſeize vp- 
on his ſoule, to poyſonir, as elſe the nature of it 
is rodoe,ſo longas he continues ro weepe and 
groan for it. Incommon plagues,there ts grear 
etiquiring after preſeruatines. One commends 
Rue; another, Wormewood, a third, Holy-thi- 


| 


' 


| 


Keepes the 
[oule from 


infefion, 


ſtle ; fomerhis, ſome that, as their judgement 


teadesthema. But beloued, the worſt of all dif. 


caſcs, 


| 
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eaſes,the moſt catching, the moſt contagious, 
the moſt apt to lay hold _ all, that come 
within the breath of chem thar are ouer-runne 
with it,is finne. The plague it ſelfe,and the moſt 
deſperate of all plagues, is nothing fo apt to 
leape from man to man, and houſe to houſe, as 
ſinncis. The ſcabs among ſheepe, the murraine 
among cattcLdoee not more ſpecdily ouerrunne 
the whole flocke and Herd, then wickednefſe 
will doe an whole houſe, towne, and Countrie. 
Onely there is one moſt norable preſcruatiue, 
| which euerymancarries about with him, which 
he nced nottake paines toſeeke elſewherc, bur 
in himſelfe,nor be at coſt xo buy. of any but him- 
ſelfe,and that is ſorrow, griefe, teares, the ſame 
that the Pſalmiſt here ſpeakes of. And whoſoe- 
uer he be,that can take but a reaſonable draught 
of his owne teares,morning and cuening, or but 
twice or thrice aweeke, yea, or ſcldomer, for 
the ſinnes of the men, with whom hee.liueth, 
ſhall neucr be infe&ed with them, -nor drawne 
by imitation,to like and praQtiſe them : for the 


it ispainedin it ſelfeto ſee another doe, Will 
you not now make for your ſelues, and take-this 
ſoueraigne medicine againſt this .peſtilent ſick- 
neſle 2 Oathes, lying, curſing, bribery, ſimony, 
coozenage, oppreſſion, viuric, idlenefſe,volup- 
tuouſneſſe,pride,rcuenge and filthineſſe, ſhall 
neuer catch you by the example of other men, 
if you mourne for them, and behold them.com- 
| mitted of others, with gricfe and anguiſh of ſpi- 


| 


{oule will neuer agree ro doe that it ſelfe,which |} 


rit. 


CET” 


| 


| 


| moniſh,reproue,complaine, andtollicite Magi- 


cuery one that ſtands vnder it, is ſotruly and 


—— rr” Os. ce amt. 
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rit. Will you not therefore ſtirre vp your ſor- 
rowes,and faue your (clues from the perill ofan 
cuill generation 2 Eſpecially, ſeeing this ſorrow 


Z2kzes one care- 


will doe yet more. good, by making them, in !47, ..2, 
whom it:s;carefull of ſecking rhe reformation — "_ 


of others, fo farre as lycs inthem,and their duty 
and power extendeth. As gudly ſorrow for a 
mans owne ſinnes, will bring forth repentance | 


not to bee repented of, and cauſe him toamend 
his owne cuill wayes:.ſo. godly ſorrow for 


other mens ſinnes, will alſo make him ſecke to 


draw them to repentance and amendment, This | 
will cauſe him to comend and conteſt againſt 
ſiane and finners,and with all his might (accor- | 
ding to his place and calling) to oppolſeand re- 
fiſt both it and them. If hee be a Miniſtcr, this 
ſorrow will ſer open. his mouth to crie out a- 
gainſt ir,and confedins to lift vp his voyce like a 
IIS pronounce defiance,and found war 
againſt ir, on Gods behalfe. If hebe a Magi- 
ſtrate, it will arme his heart with courage and 
conſtancie,and all due feucritic,ſo that hee ſhall 
vnſheath the Sword of authoritic,and lift.vp his 
arme,and {mitc the wicked doers ſoundly, with 
anheart vertuoufly hardnedagainſt the vices of 
fooliſh pitic,and of fearctull cowardice. If hee 
bee bur a priuate perſon, it will make him ad- 


ſtrareand Miniſter, and albhe can, to procurca 
redreſfe.. Sorrow is a thing ſo much againſbrhe 
good liking of Nature, anda burden of which, 


earneſtly 


A —_—. . 
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earneſtly deſirous to bee caſed,that it will ſtirre | 
vp his care to ſhake off the burden, and remoue 
away that, that doth procure his forrow. So 
ſhalla godly man not alone ſauce himſclfe from 
ſinne,but bee made an inſtrument alſo (fo farre 
as is poſſible for him,jif ir may be) to ſaue others | 
from ſinne, he ſhall preſerue himlſclfe from the 
contagion,and be inabled,if the diſeaſe bee not 
paſt cure,to heale them thatarediſeaſed. Thus 
when Pasl had heard with bitter gricfe the diſ- 
orders of Corinth, he could not be well.cill hee 
had ſent a letter vmto them, and diſpatched Ti- | 
tw thither alſo, to ſee things better ordered. 
And when Ezrs had faſted and wept for the fin 
of I{racl, how carefull was he (with the helpe of 
the Princes) to redrefle that abuſe ? 
And from this good effec, will follow ano- 
- [ther-no lefle defireable,as a fruite of this ; name- 
ly, that the mourner ſhall-ſaue himſelfe from 
partaking in the common puniſhment, ifit muſt 
needs come. Lots righteous ſoule was vexed,as 
you heard, with the impure conuerſation of the 
Sodomites ; wherefore the Lord ſent his An- 
lgell, and deliuered him from thoſe flames of 
rimſtone that conſumed the Sodomites. And 
the Apoſtle concludeth hence,that God knows 
how todeliuer his: and ſo ir muſt needs hold, 
chicfely in the like caſe, the Lord will rather 
cuen miraculouſly deliner thoſe of his people, 
| that ſet themſclues againſt the finnes of the 
times with bitter lamentation, then thatthey 
ſhall nor bee ſafe, cuen then when I 
mitten. 


_ & 


- 
- 
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ſmitten. Jeremiah wept for the pride of the peo- 
ple:and did notthe Lord performe his promile, 
and make the enemy to intreate him well inthe 
euill day 2 Barwch:and Ebedmelech alſo were a- 
mong the few mourners for Teruſalem : and had 
they not their liucs giuen chem for a prey, whi- 
ther cuer they went, though the Sword of the 


{enemie raged inthe houſe, and inthe ſtreetes * 


Yea,doe wee not reade that excellent viſion of 
the Prophet Ezekiel, how that beforc the Citie 
was giuen yptodeſtruion, he ſaw the Lords 
Angell appointed ro goec forth with a pen and 
inns his ſide,and paſling thorow Ieruſa- 
lem,toſet aplaine marke vpon the for heads 
of all thoſe, that had lamented and mourned for 
the ſinnes of the'Citie, and tbatn$ plague was 
permitted to; breake forth vpon the reſt, till 
theſe were markedto eſcape? Loe, how-rhoſe 
that ſigh, and crie for the abominations com- 


mitted ina-Citic,ſhal ſurcly eſcape the miſeries | 


that muſt come vpon thar-Citic,- Teares are 
able ro ; pn ſafcnietoaman, eueninagene- 
rall and common-ouerthrow,, -where wealth, 


\friends,wit,ftrengeh; and all other helpes will 


faile him: for extherthe Lord will graciouſly, 
and in mercy take them away. fromtheeuill ro 
come,and gather them totheir fathers,thatthey 
may not ſce the miſery which is to ouerwhelme 


[the people, orelſe he will hide them vnder the 


ſhaddow of his wings,and by his Fatherly pro- 


| uidence for them, take ſome order, thatrhey 
may goe ſafe in'the. common delolation, Be- 


hold 
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| 


Ezek.g.1,3, 
&C, 


| 
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hold a way of ſafe-guardin 
hardeſt times,and of procuring that bleſſing to 
your ſelues, which yngodly men doe falſely 
promiſe to themſelues from the vanitic, and 
\lyes, vader which the Prophet ſaith,they think 
tolychid, namely, that whena ſcourge doth 
ouerfloy, it ſhall not come neere you; and that 
isnothing cle but to doe, asour Prophet hath 

before! ſend vp ſighes and groanes vnto 
the Lord, for the publike ſinnes ; and whoſoe- | 
uer bewayleth the generall wickedneſſe,ſhal al- 
ſo bee deliuered from the generall puniſhment. 
| Therfore if any mandeſireto be puld, as a brand 
[our of-the fire,” and to bee one gf the two or 
|threeberries in the vtmoſt boughes, that muſt 
the tree, whenall rhe reſt are beaten 
prouide for his owne peaceand wel- 
fare betime,by making his heart roake, and his 
_—_ for the common abominations. 
And ſo what good this mourning will 


do, inregardof the publike State,by proroging 
che pſtmen ſo long as is poſſible, and ". re- 
S 


done 


[ori 
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ſoyou 


of his owne ſelfe that mourneth, by kecp- 
ing him from the infeQion of finne,making him 
carefull ro ſeeke theamendment of others, and 

ſo fauing him from participating inthe publike 
{plagues.”:- 


g your {elucs in the 


Crae.4. 
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Cray. V. 


Containing the fourth reaſon of the point from the 
enill that will tnſue for want of 
mourning. 


Arrieyour thoughts alittle further, 
3 and letthem conſider of the eujls, 
**F that will neceſſarily follow from 
z& the abſence of theſe teares. It is 

a ccrtaine, that no man can ſhun the 
infeion of other mens ſins, vnlefle hee mourne 
for them ; as no mourner is infeced,ſo none bur 
mourners can be free from infeftion. Hee thar 
grieues nor fora ſinne that others commit, will 
eaſily be induced rocommit it himſelfe,it occa- 
fion ſeruc,ar leaſt hee will foone bee drawne to 
like it, and thinke well cnough of it, and then 
the infeion hathtakenthe hearr,and hath poſ- 
ſeſſed the/ſpirits and vitall parts, as it were, »f 


his ſoule,and that is enough to kilaman,thot.zh 
it ſhould bee kept from breaking forth in'out- 
ward ation. Some men, by vertue ofa good 
conſtirarion, efcape the Plague in the hotteſt 
andſoreſt oF all-plagues, and that alſo, though 
they vie few ot none antidotes or remedies. Ir 
| is not ſo'with our inward man,in regard of {in : 
| For offo:iltacamplexion;as it were, and ſo vn- 
{ſound ancthealthlcfle a conſtitution are all our 
ſoules, fince the defiling of our narure by the 
| firſt ſinne of Ydam, that any linnealmoſt doth 
eaftly:ſpcedily, voauoydably, | cleaue varo the | 


amecs 
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ſame. The drieſt Touchwood or Tinder that 
is,doth not more readily rake fire by any little 
ſparke,then ourſoules will catchaſinne by bad | 
| example. And finne it ſelfe is ſo ſtrong and ve- 
| hement in thc working of it, and withall ſo de- 
ceitcfull,cloſc,and inſinuating, that it doth al- 
moſt inſenſibly conucigh it ſelfe into our in- 
ward bowels,cuen almoſt before wearc aware : 
ſo that vnleſſe we doe moyſtenour ſelucs often, 
by the teares of godly ſorrow for fin; we cannot 
live amongſtorhers,that do cuenglow with the 
fire of it, but wee ſhallalſo burne and glow for 
companie; neither is there a man vnder Heauen 
fo fanQified, bur hee ſhall become wicked with 
wicked men, if his ſoule mourne not for their 
wickedneſſe.Lot would ſure haue been vncleane 
in Sodom, if their vncleannefle had not vexed 
his righteous ſoule. Therefore to preuent a 
miſchiefe otherwiſe vnpreuentable. ro our 
ſelues, namely, the being polluted with other 
mens faults,let vs ſee it a duric (and follow jt)to 
waſh our ſelues with teares from that polluti-| 
} ON. | 
ameaſrelbe | Otherwiſe, wee ſhall alſopull another euill 
Ry ' {po vpon our ſclues, enen-make our ſelues flacke, | 
els, ccareleſſe and remiſſe, inthe endeuour ofrefor- | | 
ning the ſfinnes of our brethren. Hardhearred- 
neſſe, innor feeling the burdenſomeneſſe of fin, 
will cauſe,that a man ſhall fit ſtill and let ir rake 
its courſe,and beſtow no paines to redrefle it : 
for that that one doth not feele to be cuill,why 
ſhould hee beſtirte himſelfe ro amends And 
ol ſurely ( 


| 


. | 
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ſurely hee fecles it nor euill, that doth nor 


mourne for it. What was the cauſe that the Co- 
| rinthians did ſo careleſly tolerate the inceſtu- 
| ous perſon among them 2 Hath not the Apo- 
{tle raxcd it in one word,faying ; 1nd you haue 
#n0t rather griened, that ſuch an one might bee takes 
| amongit you. Lo,they mourned not for the | 
ſinne,and therefore they chaſtized not the fin- | 
ner in good manner,as ought to haue done, 
for his amendment. And fo will it cuer bee in | 
all places and times. In what meaſure ſorrow 
for ſinne is wanting,care of amending it will be | 
wanting alſo : little ofthis,if little ofthat ; and 
if none of that, none of this wil be ſeene in mens 


lives. This vnſenſiblenefle of finne, is ioyned 
with too much ſenfibleneſle of other things ; it 
makes one ſo timorous,that he dares none e 
againſt wickedneſle,for feare of offending ſuch 
and ſuch : ir makes a man fooliſhly pitifull, and 
cruelly compaſhonare,that he cannot find in his 
heart to hurt the offender, cuen by due executi- 
ons of iuſtice. He,whoſe heart and eyes cannot 
performe their office, in grieuing for,and lamen- 


ting ſinne,neither will his hand and tongue doe 
their offices, in ſpeaking and ſtriuing againſt ir. 
The ſame corruptions Tos make the hart ſhorr 
ingriefe,and the eyes in teares, will alſo make 
the tongue ſhort in —_—_— and hand in pu- 
niſhing. Neither will any manlay a plaiſter to 
that ſore, which he thinkes not worth gricuing 
forz for if it were dangerous, why is not he ſor- 


ry : If it be not dangerous, whatneed a owe 
n 


, 
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And ſo it will follow, that ſinne hauing none 


gainſt it, will mightily preuaile (asa fire which 
no man ſeekesto quench,) and fo get the.vpper 


Publike plagues | hand,till at laſt it grow-ſo high, crying, and in- 
will come. 


ſufferable,that the Iuſtice of Godcan no.longer 
forbcare it,but he himſelte muſt take the matter 
into his owne hand. Then follow ſore and hea- 
uie calamities vponthe Church and Commor: : 
wealth,. and the whole Nation groanes vnder | 
Gods blowes, becauſe fery or none did groane 

for the finnes that prouoked hims When many | 
commit euil,and none lament it,thenthe wrath 
of God will ſurely ariſc, then is ſinne gotten to 
his full ripeneſſe, . and then the cuils aboue-na- 
med,fometimes ſingly,ſomerimes altogether at 
once, are appointed to deſtroy a Nation. All 
the policie of Goucrnours, all the valour and 
courage of ſouldiers,, all the wealth of Citi- 
zens,and the loncand friendſhip of ncighbours, 
ſhall not keepe a Nation in welfare,nor mound 
| it from gricuous and fearcfull plagues, it once 
; the voice of ſadnefſe and mourning,and of thole 
| chat crie and weepe for the abominations of it, 
| be put to ſilence, Then will God change their 
; wiſdome into folly, & catch them in the ſnares 
| of their owne craft ; and if other meanes ſhould 
| faile, will make them, cuento vndo themlſelues. 
| Then.ſhall power bee turned into weakeneſle, 
and - courage into cowardice , for God will 


nn CO ——— 


cnemic to reſiſt it, none to oppole and tight a- | 


| fight from Heauen againſt them, as the Prophet 


"_ the Iewes ; and iftheir enemies were but 
& | dead 


—_ —_— —— w— 
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g 
of their ſinnes,by not oppoſing them : for none | 


| 
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dead carcafes, -yet thould they riſe and oner- 
come. 'When all ccaſe mourning, then ſhall all 
begin ſuffering, for thar is a ſure proofe, that fin 
is come to his full growth,and that the meaſure 
of mans wickednellc, is repleniſhed cuento the | 
brim. Indced, whar is there then remaining, 
that can inany reaſon be thought able ro moue 
the mercy of God to longer forbearance ? 
When none bewayleth, or as good as none ; 
when none ſupplicaterh,when none pleade the 
cauſe at the barre of his mercy, how can Tuftice 
but raiſe it ſelfe vp,and ſmite the abuſers of for- 
mer mercies,with ſo much greater ſeucritie, by 
how much they haue been longer borne with- 
all 

And further, it will come topaſle from this 
letting ſinnes ſlip away by them without ſor- 
wn. ++ the children of Godlif any few graines 
of Wheate bee found hidden in the huge heape 
of chafte) ſhall periſh in the common deftructi- 
on,and bee ſmitten with the reſt, becauſethey 
mourned not forthe reſt, but did rather partake 


is in mercy marked forthe day of deliuerance, 
but amourner. Though a man be for the gene- 
rall,vpright and godly, yet it in that particular, 


hee doe fo farre degenerate from the rules of 
'godlineſſe,that hc remaine forrowleſſe, for the 
| diſhonour done to God by others, this vngrie- 
\uing diſpoſition harh ſo deepely ingaged him 
intothe guilt of thoſe ſinnes, that ar will very 


hardly ſtand with the truth and wiſdome of 
Q 2 


God, | 


| WP 


They fhal periſh 


i the common 


de[truQion. 


| 
| 
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| God,to let him goc free; but he muſt cauſe him 
(for the good of his owne ſoule)by the ſmart of 


x 


| 


| 


} 


— 


itwill keepe the ſoule of the mourncr freefrom 


croſles,to grieuc for ſucheuils, as elſe he would 
not gricue for. So miſchiefe vpon miſchicfe | 
breakes in,when reares and mourning ſtand nor | 
yp to preuent the ſame. A mans ſelfe is infeed, 
he becomes carcleſlſe of reforming euill, God 
ſmires the whole ſocictie, for the finnes now 
committed by all, and lamented by none , and 
then hee that mourned nor, muſt himſelfe alſo 
ſmart for company. Shall we not ſeeke to ſtop 
the way againſt all, and cach of theſe euils,b 

intrenching our ſclucs, as'it were, withintheſc 


Riuers of waters * 

And ſo, : Brethren, you haue reaſons great | 
ſtoxe,to proouethe quric, and per{ſwade vnto it. | 
If you loue God, whom finne grieueth , if you 
loue your neighbour, whom finne hurteth ; and 
ifyou hate finne it ſclfe,which all ought to hare | 
that loue God and their neighbour ; if you con- 
ſider, how loathſome and gricuous a thing finne 
is, how offenſiue ro God, yea,and iniurious, how . 
harmefall alſo to mankind, both to himthar 
dares pratiſc it (whoſe foule it rumblerh to the 
botrome of hel, beſides other crofles of all ſorts, 
which attend it forthe preſent,) and alſoto the 
Countrie, where it is ſuffered,caufing the Lord 
to ſendour Sword, Peſtilence, Famine,and all 
manner of dolefull miſcrics againſt it : If-you 
confider,thatthis mourning wil ſurely cauſe the 
Lord to reprieue the whole Countrie,and that 


infe&tion, | 
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infcion, and ſtir him vp to al due meanes of re- 

drefling fin,and fo faue his own ſoule,at leaſt,frs 

the comon calamity, when it can now be longer 

no deferred. And laſtly, if you remember, that 

where this mourning is abſent,a mans ſoule will ' 
ſurely be infeRed, he wil grow carcles of doi | 
| thatwhich he ought to doe, for redreſſe of euill, | 
and fo ſingrowing mighty, will infallibly and | 
incuitably procure a common iudgement, in 

which himſelfe ſhal alſo, as a man nor ſigned for 
delinerance, be taken away among the reft, If,I | 
fay, youdoe acknowledge and confeſle all theſe | 
things,as they are all manifeſt, and doe ſeriouſ- 
| ly lay them to heart, you cannot chuſe but yeeld | 
in your very conſciences, that you all ought to | 
doe,as the Propher here profeſſerthto the Lord, | 
that himſelfe was wont to doe,euen cauſe Rivers 
of waters guſh out of your eyes, becauſe men keepe nat | 


the Law of God, | 
Gs | 
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Containing the firſt wſe of the point, a reproofe of | | 
them that doe neglect this | 

duty. | 


ralaſſe, alaſſe, my Brethren, how | 7ſe x. 

& flow and backward have wee all «*yroufe of thoſe 
) been,torhis ſo plaine and needfu]! Fang 
's aduties Ahyit is moſteuident,that jnzes. 

we deſerue moſt ſharpe reprehen- | 


ſion for being ſo {cant in teares for that, for | 
Q3 which| | 
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| which this man of God did weepe ſoabundant- 
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ly. For where is there, my brethren, alacke, | 
whereis thereto be found one manamonegſt ys, 
that hath imitated fo precious, and withall o | 
manifeſt example £ Where is his dwelling, | 
whoſe face is couered with theſe tcares, and 
' checkes made wet with this weeping * In what | 
' corner may we meete with him,or her, that is 
ableto profeſſe in truth before the Lord, and 
his owne ſoule : 0 Lord, Riuers of water hane run 
| downe mine eyes,becauſe they keepe not thy Law?O,no, 
no ; weare {old ouer to mirthand iollitic. Be- 
hold,flaying of Oxen, and killing of ſheepe,ca- 
| ting and drinking,and calling to hang ſorrow,as 


' ance among the Iewes.Behold; piping and dan- | 


cing,and minſtrelſcy ; bchold,making our harts 
fat and iouiall,as ina day of flaughter. But alas; 
Ah.,alafſe ; the finnes ofthe Land arenot laid to 
to heart by (almoſt) any of thoſcthart inhabite 


' haue we one weeper, As for the common mul- 
[titude, why,thcy would thinke him euen quitc 
; out of his wits, whoſe face they ſhould ſce blub- 
| berd with weeping ina corncr : And why for- 
; ooth * Becauſk his neighbours be wicked and 
11] liuing men, and kcepe not Gods precepts. 
| Why (would they think and fay)whar is that to 
| him © Shall he beare other mens burdens,or an- 
; {were for other mens ſinnes ©. Or can hee mend 
their faults by ſighing and weeping forthem * 


the Land, and for a thouſand ſinners, hardly |- 


' Why then ſhould hee vexe himſelfe for thar, | 
which will beeneucr a whit the better, if hee | 
| ſhould | 


— 
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ſhould vexe his heart out, at it * This would be 
the cenſure of the common and ordinary man,of 
ſuch a mourner, as the Text ſpeakes of, they | 
would count his teares ill ſpent, and himſelfe a 
foole for his labour. Andas is their iudgement, 
ſuch is (and ſuch needs muſt bee) their praQtice. 
They neuer in all thcir lives wept one tenth 
part ofateare, forall the finnes and abominable 
deeds that euer they heard of, or ſaw commit- 
ted: vnlefle jt hauc falne our, that the ſame 
thing haue b{en an hurt vnto them(clues, or 
ſome other man, whoſe caſe they haue tendred, 
and ſo bemoned the perſon, not bewailed the 
ſinne ; been ſorry for it as an iniury againſt man, 
not as atranſgreſſion of Gods precepts. But this 
neglect is not found alone with the vulgar ſort 
of men. Nay,thoſe that haue gotten ſome good 
meaſure of knowledge and of vertue, and doe 
exerciſe themſelues with ſome due care to ke 


' themſelues vnſpotted of the wicked world, 


cucntheſe alſo, forthe moſt part, haue eyes al- 
together drie and teareleſlſe, in regard of other 
mens offences, Who of thoſe that ſceme to 
know and feare God, & to delight in his wayes, 
is carefull to wipe away the ſtaines of his ncigh- 
bours finnes with his owne tcares © Brethren,I 
demand of each of you; Can you ſay,& affirme, 
and that truly and ſincerely inthe preſence of 
God,that your eycs doc yceld forth ſtreames of 
water for the publike finnes ? 


Againe,l propound this queſtion to euery of} 


your conſciences : Art thou able to take vp Ds- 
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wids words here, and with the good leaue of 
thine owne conſcience to affixme,as he afhrmed, | 
Riners of waters,&rc. Doubtleſle there are but ve-' 
few, if at all there bee any of vs,that may af | 
rme thus much ofhimſelfe, without a manifeſt | 
accuſation of falſchood in his owne ſoule. If we 
| lament our owne finnes, we thinke it abundant- | 
ly ſufhcient,though wee lend no tcares at all to | 
bewaile our ncighbours faults. Indeed it muſt 
not bee denyed, that the greater number of 
teares, and thoſe the moſt caracit and bitter, 
muſt be beſtowed by cuery man, inlamenting | 
the ſinnes of his owne heart and life : but yer | 
ſceing God is diſhonoured alſo by the faults of| 
others,and the ſoules of our brethren,as well as 
our owne ſoulcs,ought to be deare vnto vs nei- | 
ther can it be denied, that it is a ſinne, and a fruit 
of our not ſufficiently hating finne, and louing | 


{ 


| himſelfe, and ſay, O Lord, how valike haue I 


God and our brethren, that we are ſo excceding | 
defeciue in ſorrowfull tcares for their mil. 
deeds,and cauſe enough there is,that cach of vs 
ſhould take vp a grieuous complaint againſt 


been to thy ſeruant Dawid? No flouds, no drops 
of teares, ſcarce halfe a ſcoreteares, ſcarce fiue, ; 
icarce two,ſ{carce one, ſcarce halfe an one, doth | 
proceed from mine cyes for the many and hai- 
nous tranſgreſſions, that I doe daily ſce with 
mine eycs. Where was my loue tothec,Lord * 
Where mine hatred of finne 2 Where my chari- 
tiero my brethren? O how iuſtly mighteſt thou 
ſweepe me away with the Beſome ofthe com- 


mon 


th. 


| ways 
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mon deſtruction, and bring thy fearctull plagues 
vpon all of vs, even my ſclte amongſt the reſt, 
| becauſe they ſinned, and I wept not for their 
'ſinnes? We are bound,brethren,cuen to be an- 
gric, and to fall our with our ſclues, when wee 
| find inour ſelues a manifeſt neglect ofa plainc 
dutic,{oeuidently enioyned by God, by others | 
ſo plentifully practiſed,and grounded alſo vpon 
ſo good,and yvndenyable reaſons as this is : and | 
therefore now charge thy ſoule- before the 
Lord,with a great {inneof omifiongin that thou 
haſt forgotten, ornor regarded to weepe in ſc- 
cret for the publike ſinnes. There want not men 
amongſt vs,that can eagerly inucighagainit the 
( Worlds navghtineſſe, and aggravate the offen- 
ces of others inwords, and witha ſatyricall bir- 
rerneſle,ſet out the greatnes of their folly. Yea, 
| there are ſome, that can make matters worſe 
| then they be,and ſeradeeper and dirtier colour 
| ypon the fins of others, then they ought to doe : 
; but among theſe witty and ſharpe reproouers,of 
| theſe vehement and clamorous accuſers,is there 
any one,trow you,that may be called a weeper, 
a maurneyy a lamenter * It is caſte to exerciſe 
ones wit Wpenthe ſinnes of others, by making 
them ridiculous, to mooue the ſpleene with 
laughter. Ir is caſte to exerciſe ones ſtomake 
; yponthe ſinncs of others, by violent inuectiues, | 
' to make the offenders odiousy bur it is hard, yea, 
| hard indeed, to cxerciſe ones forrow ypon the 
linnes of others, to make our ſelues carcfull of 


nor offending inthe like kind, and of feeking to | 


| ſtop 
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ſtop themalſo from offending. Diuers may ſay, 
I beheld the tranſgreſfors,and laughed at them: 
diuers alſo, I behcld the tranſgreſſors,8 chafed 
| atthem : bur few (alaſſe,how few?)can vſe ano- 
' ther ſentenice of Dawidin this Pſalme, and ſay , 
| I beheld the tranſereſ00r5,and was grieued, becauſe they 
| kept not thy Word, Let vs therefore carneſtly con- 
| demne our ſclues in our hearts, that haue eyes 
| ſodrie,and void of teares,when we hauc a Land 
ſonaughr, and full offinne. For Brethren, how 
ſtands the caſe with vs ? Can wee iuſtly excuſe 
our {clues, and ſay; The cauſe of our not weep- 
ing, is the want of cauſe to weepe, forthat a- 
mongſtvs, the commandements of Godare di- 


| ligently kept, ſo as there isno iuſt reaſon of dig- 


ging vp Fountaines of teares,' to bewaile the 
contraries Are weable in truth to defend our 
ſclues with this Apologie,which were the one- 
ly due Apologic, that would defend vs from 
blame for not weeping £ I would to God,ruen 
| hartily I would,that it were ſo,and that it were 
' nothing but our,either roo much zeale, or roo 
much aptneſſeto find faulr, that made vs inthis 
manner to accuſe and condemne ourſtlues, and 
you. Bur alaſſe, the contrary is moſt manifeſt 
and vndeniable. Sinne aboundeth with vs as 
much,as cuer it did (I thinke) in the ſtreetes of 
lerufalem ; and (as it is fore-prophecyed, that 
knowledge ſhould,ſo it is fulfilled, that)wicked- 
neſſe doth euen ouerflow,like the waues of the 
Sea. Oathes,and blaſphcmies, and curſed ſpea- 
kings,breaking of the Lords day,8& vahallowed 
| profanation 


| 
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profanation of Gods hallowed Time,contempr 
of Gods Word and Ordinanccs,and a ſhamefull 
turning of Religion into a meere forme & faſhi- | 
on, diſobedience againſt Gouernours, murder, | 
whoredome,thefr, fraud, vſurie,briberie,fimo- | 
nie,all ſinnes,almoſt, ofall ſorts,inall cftares,all | 
{warme round about,and fill the World, like the 
Frogs of Egypt,.or the Flycs. The face of our | 
Nation is couered ouer with a Leprofie and | 
Tetter, of moſt odious and loathſome wicked- | 
neſfe. Who can walkethe ſtreetes in a Market, 
ara Faire-day.and not heare a thouſand oathes, 
\ wn a thouſand curſes, a thouſand tyes, and a 


ouſand periuries, euen wiltull and groſle falſe 


A\{wearing,. cuenfora very trifle? With vs they 


deſpiſe Farher and Mother. with vs they op- 
preſſe the poote and fatherleſle; with: vs, they 
defile cuery man his neighbours wife ; and with 
vs,they take vſuric, and lend forcncreaſe, A- 
moneſt ys, there is lying, ſwearing, whoring, | 
ſtealing, killing, and ina manner, no mercy, nor 
truth,nor knowledge, nor feare of Godin the 
Land : ſothat it is nothing clſc bur very blind- 
neſle,that makes vs not to ſee, if we ſee nor, our 
Countric to be cuen buried almoſt, ina Sea of 
wickedneſſe, and yet loe, wee weepenot,nor | 
mourne; our. dead. hearts and dric eyes drop 
downe no. tearcs for all this. - O blockiſh and 
ſenceleſle ſoules of ours ! O-conſciences harde- 
ned and deaded.,and little lefle then ſeared with 


contented } 
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| conrented with our f{clues, for having been fo 
; excceding hard-harted this way,and for hauing 
beſtowed fo little time and paines in labouring, 
{ro make our ſelues ſofter.. We haue not onely 
; not wept,' but nor ſtriuven ro weepe, nor alone 
haue we omitred ſorrow, but cuen the endeauo- 


thar of the rwo tsthe much more faultie , for he 
thar labours-to' performe a Chriſtian dutie, and 
yer failes of ir, for all his}abour, is a farre leſfe 
offender,thenhe that doth vrrerly forbeare all 
paines to performe it. Now fo it is with moſt 
of vs (Ichinke, Imay fay wh moſt of vs) wee 
have beftowbd niopainesnorrime, todigge vp 
theſe foumaines oftcares, we haue not fer our 
thoughts that way, nor laboured the marter 


| with our owne hearts, to make them grieued 


and forrowfull: inthis behalte. Againe, and a- 
gaine therefore,let vs compare our ſelues with 
this Prophert,and wonder atrhe difference, that 
he had floads of teares,and we haue ſcarce atall 
| one reare, to ſhed forthe breach of Gods Law, 
which is ſo notoriouſly broken amongſt vs. 
There is,l acknowledge, a generation of fault- 
finding men, that make vs farre worſe then wee 
be,cheir ſharpe-fighred eyes canſee no lawfull 
Miniſtry, nowue Word, Church, Sacraments, 


ous People,and carping Nation, that ouerlaſhſo 
much inacculing,there is ſcarce any that mour- 


ring after ſorrow'hath been farre from vs, and | 


nor prayer amongſt vs; and yet ofthefe capti- 


netly for the things hee carperh at: for they lo | 


| 


| 


| 


| 
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ſpend themſclues in falſe acculing, thar they | 
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haue no leaſure to beſtow intrue bewailing of 
our ſinnes. Buttho wee may not, nor muſt not 
acknowledge our {clues ſo bad as they would 
makevs(for a body may liue,tho he be fke and 
diſeaſed ; and lob was a true and liuing man, tho ' 
couered ouer from head to foote with boyles 
and V1cers, that his friends knew him not,) yet 
neither can wee deny our {clues to bee a people 
very wicked and diſordered,to whom the Pro- | 
phers words may fitly bee applied ; 4h ſinfull 
Nation | Ah people laden with wickedneſſe, a corrupt 
Seede. And againe ; We hane deepely renolted from 
the Lord,and our ſinnes are gone ouer our heads, and 
they reach upto Heanen, And inanother ſenſe we 
may ſay as he ; The whole head is ficke, the whole 
heart is heauy, from the crowne of the head,to the ſoles 
of the feete, there is little 10 be ſeene bat wounds,and 


that feare God, lament not; thoſe that come to 
Church,and lone the Word, lament not; thoſe 
that deſire otherwiſe to walke vprightly and 
conſcionably,lament not: ſothatit may wel bc a 
queſtion, whether moſt of vs cuer read this ſen- 
tence, or heard ir read with any conſideration 
and aduiſemenr. Ifthe eyes of finners were only 
found drie,if tcares were abſent alone from the | 
cheekes of thoſe that work wickedneſle,it were 
not much : who could expe&any thing but ſto- 
nie hardneſſe, from ſtony-hearted men 2 But 
euen the people of God,his ewne children, that 
ſhould haue hearts of fleſh within them, theſe 


| 
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mens faults, and euen forgotren thar it is a dutic, 
to make Riners of waters deſcend from their 
eyes, becauſe men keep not Gods ſtatutes.Now 
Brethren,ifthis were a fruit ofa kind of naturall 
vnfitneſſe to mourne, becauſe we were made of | 


a firmer mettle,then that ſorrow could melt vs: | 


we might then lay the blame vpon the body, ra- 
ther then the mind. And yet if nature had denied 
vs teares, it hath not denied vs ſighs, 8 groanes, 
it hath not denied vs the power of fitting inhea- 
uines, and of making our ſelues {ad and penfiue. 
Though wee could not weepe ſd plentifully as 
this Prophet, yet we might rend our hearts,and 
carne in our bowels, and ake within, and figh, | 
and grind ourvery ſoules topowder, which yet 
alas wee neither doc, nor ſtriueto doe, As the 
outward demonſtrations of ſorrow, Imeane, 
wet eyes,are abſent from vs, ſo isalfo the ſub- 
ſtance thereof, I meane,the inward tumbling of 
the ſoule vp and downe diſquietly, the hearts 
beating it ſelfe, as it were, againft it ſelfe, and 


cauſing it ſelfe to be pained. Sothen weneither 


mourne outwardly,nor yet inwardly ; wee nei- 
ther weepe with our eyes, norgrieue with our 
hearts; and what can wee ſay in our owne de- 
fence © For certainely, brethren, it is not the 
want of aptneſle to weepe, that makes vs not to 
weepe, for our eyes are ready cnough in other 
caſes,andfor other matters,to yeeld forth cuen 
Riuers of waters, Let but an husband, or wife, 
or child,or friend lye ficke, and be ready to dic, 
let but fire come and conſume ſome part of our 

goods; 
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goods; letany man but coozerrand deceiue vs 
of ſomc ſummes of money ; yea, let any friend 
ſhew himſelfe vakind, and diſreſpe&full of vs ; | 
yea, let any enemy reproch vs withfroward and | 
bitter ſpeeches, yea,let a Goucrnour chide and 
ſhent vs,as we thinke, without our fault , or but 
an equall take vs vp ouer-cuttcdly in termes, or | 
any, almoſt,the lcaſt thing befal, that wrongs vs 

in body,goods, or name : O then how we melt | 


| 


like waxe before the fire ? What flood-gates be | 
our eyes 2 How do tcares puſh themſclues for- | 
ward (ltke a breach of the fea) and will not bee | 
ſtopped 2 Thenwe cannor ſpeak, but we weepe, ; 
and {ob,and hardly can ſpeake for weeping. O 

fooliſhmanand vnwiſe ! Canſt thou haue while | 
and heart to weepe ſo much forthe cuill words | 
ſpoken againſt thee, for the diſcourtclies offred | 
vntothee, for the loſſes and croſles that do be- | 
fall thee,andcanſt thou not weepeat all for the 
ſinnes committed againſt God, for the thou- 

ſands and tenthouſands of oathes and blaſphe- | 
mics that are dartcd at his Name,for the wofull | 
ſacrilege committed againſt his Church,forthe | 
ignorance,blindneſle, hypocrific, profanencs of 
the multitude,and ina word,for all the number- | 
leſſe abominations, that are daily, hourely, mi- | 
nutely commirted amongſt vs 7 O heart poſleſl: | 
ſed with ſelfe-loue, and prizing its owne caſe | 
and welfare aboue Gods honour and glory, and 
making more account of itsſclf, then of its Ma- | 
ker!Here now -if inany thing we ſhouldenlarge | 


' 


our ſelues,in ſpeaking againſt our ſclues, and in 


reproo- | 


| 
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reproouing, ſhaming, — our {clues , 
and this,it any —_— ſhould moſt vehement- 
ly preſſe vpon our ſelues, as an extreme and vn- | 
an{werable aggrauation of our hardneſle,which 
| by this we know, not to be naturall, bur ſinfull, 
Say tothy ſelfe, Icamero ſuch aplace, ſuch a 
time, and found the countenance of my parent, 
brother, fiſter,or friend,cſtranged from me; and 
his words and carriages vnlouing towards me : 
It put me in my dumps fora day ortwo after, 
and made mee water my plants, and moyſten 
mine hands and handkerchiefe with teares. I 
went, not long after, into another place, and 
heard fortie foule oathes, and a number ofhor- | 
rible execrationsand raytings, and one or two 
dric ſighcs ſcrued the turne ar this wickedneſfe, 
or ſcarce ſo much was done by me,to ſhew my 
ſorrow. O Lord,O Lord,how aboundeth mine 
heart with ouer-high conceirs of my ſelfe: How |- 
doe I ouer-value my ſclf,and vnder-value thee ? 
Whar,to be more troubled ar a croſſe word or 
two againſt my ſeclfe, ar the denying of ſome 
ſmal requeſt,at any diſcourteſie,any iniury,then 
at ſo many oathes,lyes,curſes,raylings,as I haue 
heard without trouble £ I know not whether I 
ſhould be more aſhamed of mine exceſſiuenes of 
teares inthe one caſe,or my defectiueneſle inthe 
other ; but both layd together,doe make vp the 
meaſure of mine hardheartedneſle to the full. If 
I could figh,mourne,weepe for nothing,it were 

not ſo much,thar I did ir not for the finnes of o- 

thers ; but when I hauc ſuch ſtore of teares = 

other 


— 


| Cap. 6. 
othcr things,now to be ſo ſcanr of them for thart | 
that deſerueth the farre greater quantitic, what | 
ſhall Iſay ofmy ſelfe 2 Sure this deferues a de- | 
greeof ſorrow,beycnd teares, and ſo fall ypon | 
thine owne heart, and cruſh it roo picces with | 
diſlike of thy ſelte, that haſt been ſo extremely | 
inſenſible in Gods bchalfe, ſo ouer-tender in | 
thine owne. O that theſe words of mine might | 
ſo farre prevaile with my ſclfe and you, bre- 
thren, that wee may ar leaſtwiſe acknowledge | 
our ſelues to bee greatly taultic, for not hauing | 
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diſcoucred our deteſtation of finne, our good 
will to God and Man, our —_— care of the | 
_ welfare and our owne,by taking out the | 
cfſon of Dauid, and of leremy,and by followin | 
the worthy patterne of holy Ezra,and bleſſed ' 
Paul and our moſt bleflcd and worthy Sauiour | 
himſelfe. Doubtleſle it will doe ſome good,te | 
know our finnes, and to confeſle againſt our | 
ſelues, ſaying, I am intruth exccedingly too | 
blamc,for my lauiſhand prodigall caſting away | 
ſuch a multitude of teares for nothing,and be- | 
ſtowing ſo very few ornone in that cafe,where- | 
inthey would haue been (as precious ſeed ina | 
good ground) exceeding profitable ro my ſelfe | 
and others, Imeane, in bewailing the finnes 
both of my ſelfe and of the times. 
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E xhortation t0 
? | mourae. 


—— 


Charitable Teares, CHap.7. 


PEOE- 25G 
Cray. VII, | | 
Containing the ſecond ufc Viz, an exhortation | 

and djrettion to this dutie, of mour- 


ning far the faults of 
others. | 


F3Vrnow, hoping that you docall both 
5” ſec and feele, this omiſſton of teares to | 
SJ be finfull, I muſt turne my ſpeech vnto 
your hcarts for another purpoſe, requiring you 
in Gods name to reforme this faulr, by.turning 
your laughter intotearcs,and your ioy into ſor- 
row,as Saint Iemes aduiſerh. Ignorance of a du- 
| tie required, though it cannot wholly excuſe the 
negleQof it,is yet ſome mitigation of the fault : 
bur when a man is plaincly told of a dutie, con- 
uinced that it is a dutic, reprooued for omitting 
it, and yet is carcleſle to performe it,now his 
careleſneſſe isnotorious and incxcuſable, Per- 
haps,my Brethren, ſome of youthat haue now 
been taught the needfulnefle of theſe teares, 
did neuer confider the matter ſo well before, 
but now that the thing is: made plaine vnto 
you ; and your ſoules muſt needs confeſſe, that 
youalſo,as well as Dauid, ought to be mooued 
with the faults of others : continue not to omit 
a knowne dutie, leſt your conſctences accuſe 
you of wilfull diſobedicnce. Not alone to doc 
what God forbids me, when I know his will to 
the contrarie, is a fruite of wilfulneſſe; bur al- 

{oto neglect whar hec enioynes,when his good 
pleaſure is made manifeſt vato me. 
We} 


| 
| 
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| 


| 
| 


| the ſame Daxid that here tels of riuers of teares, 


| for. The Text fits well with the time, Ohthar 


! 


[ned,wil not ye mourne?Be not amongyrhe gene- 
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Wee haue taken from you the excuſe of 
J—_ z; wee haue made your hearts to cor- 
eſſe, that you ought to haue wept ſome of] 
Davids tcares : wee haue, I hope,made you ſor- 
rowfull for not weeping them ; now,wee pra 
you, ler vs make you carefull, to ſhed theſe 
reares more plentifully hereafter, Iknow, that 


doth alſo tell of his ſongs inthe night, and great 
reioycing. But there is no ſuch oppoſition or 
fewd betwixt ſuch ſongs, and1ſuch teares, that 
both may not well be done in their ſeaſons. The 
day is long enough for both, ar leaſt, ourlife is 
long enough, and cueric Chriſtian muſt find 
whule to mourne for his owne and others faults, 
that he may becomforted : he muſt ſometimes 
make his teares his drinke,rhat he may be fitted 
for the cup of conſolation, and put himſelfe in 
aſhes,that hee ma be ready to receiuc the gar- 
mcntsof gladnefle. Wherefore, brethren, frame 
your felues to mourning and lamentation, lift 
vp your voyces, and weepe, and draw forth wa- 
ter,and powre it out here before the Lo1d, for 
an acceptable —_— as ONCE it is re- 
ported of the people in the daycs of Samuel : A 
fitter ſeaſon ro mourne, wee need not ſecke 


our harts would fit with both ! God hath mour- 


ration of men, that mourne not when they are 
wept vnto ; we come nowto tell you, that God 
would haue you weepe.He calls tor your tearcs, 


2 and 
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and he lookesfor them: and let him not looke in |. 


'vaine. Take vpthe words of the Prophet, and ' 
ſay ; 0 that oar heads were Fountaines, and our eyes 
| Welt.ſprings of teares, that wee might: weepe day and 
| night, for the ſinnes of the Daughters of our People | | 
Yea,lcteuery man ſay with him , My belly, my | 
belly, depart from me,comfort me not looke away from 


but) of the ſinnes of the Daughter of my Peopht - for 
it is a day of wickedneſſe and abominution, and 
a time of extreme diſlolutenefſe, My bowels, 
my bowels, Lam pained at the heart; I cannot | 
| hold iny peace,mine heart makes anoyſe with- | 
{in me; for I haue heard the voyce of ſwearing 


and curfing,fimmevpon ſinne,iniquitie ypon int- | 


| quitie ; the people is.a fooliſh people,they haue 
notknowne God,they are ſottiſh children, and 
will receiue no inſtruction, they are wiſc to doe 


| and labour to put on hisaffe&tions,andrhen pro- 

ceedc more particularly.and fay: Ohthe oathes 
and blaſphemiecs in our Nation! O, the con- 
| tempt of Geds Word and Goſpell in our Nati-| 
on! O,the pride and idlenefle in our Nation |! 
| O,the drunkennefſe, whoredome,and filthineſſe 
| in our Nation ! If Rome, or Conſtantinople a- 
| bounded with ſwearing and curling,who could 
looke for better there: If France and Italy were 
(full of whoredomes, who coulde other in 
thoſe corners of Popithdarkenefle : Bur Eng- 


me, for 1 will weepe bitterly becauſe(not of the {laine, | 


TT TO TEE 


euill,butto doe good they haue no knowledge. | 
{ Imitate the good Prophet in theſe words of his, 


land,Ah England! Gods Signet, Gods Iewell, 
which | 
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| which he hath foſteredas tenderly,and 24dorned | 
asgraciouſly,as euet he did [udea,'England,the | 
one onely Nation.almoſt, that doth openly and | 
ſolely profefſethe true Religion of God : I ay, | 
England aboundeth in all theſe finnes. What | 
ſhall we ſay or doe? Whitherſhall we rare onr | 
ſeluess And how ſhall we comfort our ſclues | 
for this, when cuen England isfull of all wick- | 
| edneſle? What * Swearing in England * Cur- | 
| ſing in England * Laſciuious dancing, dallying, | 
yr wantonnefle onthe Lords day inEngland ? | 
; Contempt of Gods Word,drunkenneſle, pride, . 
| | idlencfſe in England * Euen in England, where | 


there is ſo much preaching, and ſo much hea- 
ring * Where the Goſpell hath baniſhed Pope- | 
rie forſo many yeeres * Where the Seriptures 
haue ſo long time been read and publiſhed, and 
where God hath vſed ſo many meanes for ſo 
great ſpace of time to recall ys 2 O, breake our 
hearts within vs, and let our eyes drop-downe 
rearesto thinke of it! But what meane I thus to 
ſtriue with youfor teares, and to wreſt and ex- 
| tort them our of your heads by force?To weepe | 
| alittleat a Sermon, is nothing to ſpeak of: "there | 


a eto ed een age 


is a further matter required of you.'' In ſecret, 1 
| ſayin ſecret, when you becallalone, and may 
more freely doe it, then doe it more abundant. 
ly ; orelſeto doc it herea- little by compulſion 
ofearneſt words & perſwaſions, is little worth, 
and will doe little good. Iconfeſſe,that inme- 
ditating theſe things with my felfI found mige 

eyes great with teares, and mine heart within 
Ra OT 


_ 


| 


__—— 


Begia 10 weepe 
for thine owne 


puxes firſt. 


| me ſwolne with ſighes, and I hope that the vtte- 


. | to him, that now thou confeſleſt pay mares 
Th 


_ | Pray him,according tohis moſt free and graci- 


| of fleſh, that thou mayſt now-doe, what Dauid 
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ring ofthem,. may haue alſo power'to fill ſome 
of your. hearts, and of your cyesal{o, Bur, ah, 
there. is yet a greater and fecreter mourning 

which I call you to. He weepes in truth,that weepes | 
withaut witneſſe. Take thou ſome time this day, 
or ſome otherday,to get alone by thy ſelfe,and 
preſſerheſc things vp6 thy (elf, x aue bin ſo | 
carneſtly beatenvporhee in the preaching ofthe 
Word ; and there bowing the knees of thy ſoule | 
before Gpd,beginwithan acknowledgment vn- 


— — — —  — — A 


for the publike figs is adury, which he doth 
| Pl require at thine hands,8 which thou haſt ſtn- 
ully neglected heretofore,but nowart forrow- 
Full for that-negleR; and-defirous to performe 
hereafter.;. and then: humbly beſeech him ro | 
thaw, by the ſweete and warme beames of his 
Grace,this frozen heart of thine,and ſo to ſmite 
this rockie ſoule,that it may yeeld forth, as once | 
the naturall Rockedid;cuen Rivers' of water. 


| ous promiſe, to powre vpon thee the Spirit of 
| Grace and ſupplication, and remouing the heart 
| of ſtone,to put withinthce,in ſtead of it, an hart 


did;and what thy ſclfe by his example art called 
vpon by.thc Miaiſtrie (andart accordingly de- 
EE ben tncion 

-Haviagthus prepared thy ſclfe,then ſet about 
the worke irfelfe, and firſt, begin to weepe for | 
thimeowne 1innes ; for aſſure thy ſoule,it wa 
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be all in vaine,for any man to Jabourto bewaile 
the faulrs of others, that doth not in the firſt 
place bewaile his owne faults. Thinkeand fay | 
thus then to thy ſelfe inthy meditations: Ah, | 
whatavileand wretched finneramTI? What 
Childhood haue I ſpent 2 What an Youth 
Whata Middle-age « And (if thoubeeſt come 
ſo farre) what an Old-age 2 'Whar thoughts 
hauec I harboured in minc heart? What words 
haue I vttered with my tongue © What deeds 
haue I done with mine hand « This tongue of 
mine hath ſworne many a vaine, paſſionate, and 
outragious oath : This tongue hath curſed, and 
rayled, and ſpoken profanely:: It hath ſpoken | 
wantonly and filthily, and told many alye and 
falſetale. This hand hath vſedcrueſry,renenge 
and dalliance. [This heart hath ſwolne againſt 
Goucrnours, and boyled awayincnuyand ma-: 
lice. This heart hath been fearcleffe and carc- 
lefle of God, and hath forgotten'him and his 
Word.and cucridoubted of his Bceing.O wret-/ 
ched rongue,wretched hand, & wretched hart! 
O, woulltharl could mourne for all theſe abo- | 
minations of my life ! O, that all the teares. 
whicheuer I wept in all my life,forcroſles, lof- 
| ſes, wrongs, iniuries, vakindneſtes, and the like, 
werc now all vawepr,and gathcredt T at 
once in mine CF, that I might powrethem 
| forth in godly forrow before t Lord for my 
ſinnes }/Be thouhumbled and caſtdowne,O my ' 
ſoule.and be thou tronbled within me! wallow 
thy ſelfc inthe duſt,and tumbletby (cif inaſhes. | 
| R 4 Thou| 
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| Thou baſt offended. againſt thy Maker, and fin- 
.ned 2gainit thy Redeemer, the holy Sonne of 
\\God, Thou haſt wronged chy neighbours,and | 
hurt thy felte,and deferued damnation ; and, Ah. | 
\ wretch; thou haſt ſhewed thy (clfe vngracious | 

| , and vngratefull, a = that heauenly,carefull, 
and tender-hearte Father, that gaue his onely 
| Sonneto dearhto ranſome thee. What Father 
; euer ſo louing * What child cuer ſo rebellious * | 
| Why are you drie, © mine eyes And why art! 
| thou ſtony,O mine heart? Why doth ſorrow | 
from mee © And.why are teares departed: 
ez O that: I'could weepe ! O that I could 
weepe ! Othat I.could euen be melted-and dil- 
ſolucd into kindly teares, and with bleſſed Peter, 
weepebittetly zand with godly: Marie, waſh the | 
feete of my Sauiour with my tearcs! Thus ſtriue 


{adfor thine owne ſinnes firlt; and hauing ſoft- 
ned thyſelfc ſomewhat by ſuchendeuours,then 
beginforthy Countrie alſo, andrhinke in this 
ſorts | Ah Lord, if Lhad inhed: alone, Ialone. 
would weepe mince ownetearcs, But Iam a man 
of polluted lips and life, and I dwelbamongſt a 
| people of polluted lips andlife. Wee haue all 
gone aftray, weealt 'haue donean abominable 
15 none that-doth good, no not one. 

| This Nation, this Chriſtian and baptized Nati- 
rey Gofpell of truth hath ſo long | 
newark forall char,awicked 
maretyary Te Me abeond iO nies 
ta hclpeame tmourge: 'for theſe 'common fianes. !/ 
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and - . paines'withthy f{elf, romake thy foule | 
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| Is not thy Spirit as able ro ſoften a mans heart 


' now,as in formertimes ? Is notan heart of the | 
| poſteritie of Abraham naturally as hard,as one | 
of another oft-ſpring 2 O thou that gaueſt Das | 
| ſtore of ares Fiere vp in me alſo the ſpirit of | 


' griefe, forthe publike finnes. And now begin 
; to repreſent vnto thy ſoule;the many monſtrous 
' crying finnes thar are daily (and with impunizie 
| mahy)committed in our Countrie. Looſe thy 
rhoughts awhile, in this great Thicket and wil- 
dernes ofabominarions,that hath oucr-growne 
vs,and ſay ; What could God doe more for a 
ple,then he hath done for vs? and he looked 

or Grapes,/and behold, wilde Grapes; and for 

| Figs, and bchold, rotten Figs; for iudgement 
and righteouſnes,and behold,fin & wickednes ? 
What monſtrous ignorance and profanenes and 
helliſh Atheiſme doth couer the multitude : 
| What monſtrous pride,and idleneffe,and fulnes 
' of bread, and abominable vncleanneſle, doe co- 
| uerthe Gentry £ How full of oathes and blaſ. 
\ phemies are the Court, the Cirie, the Fownes, 
| the Countrie with vs 2 Great men ſweare, and 
| meanemenſweare ; Miniſters ſweare,and peo- 
| ple: {wearez men fweare, and women ſweare ; 
yes ſweare,and girles ſweare;& almoſt babes 
and ſucklings ſweare ; and if euery oath were 
but a drop- of warer, it were enough to make a 
floodto drowne the whole Land withall. The 
Lords Day is cuery where violated and profa- 


nd. The Wordand Sacraments remade a ve- | 
ry ieft, andall Gods ſeruices are turnedintoa | 
MCCcIre ; | 
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| Conſider the 
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Conſider the 
grieuous puniſh 
ments that mufi 
come,if monr- 
ning prevent 
nol. 
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meere cuſtomary pizce of worke, The chil- 
dren are euery where ſtubburne and rcbcllious 
avainſt their parents. Much murder and blood. | 
ſhed is committed;and for enuie and malice, the | 
Land aboundcth with them, whoredome and | 


 filthineſſe ſtinkes in euery corncr ; theft,opprel: | 


ſion, vſurie,ſimony, ſacriledge :where ſhal a man 
ſtirre,bur he ſhall meete withthem 2 Lying, de- | 
ceite,/fraud and guile arehecomeamonglt the 
neceſſary ornaments of a good chapman, and 
one cannot live without them now-a-dayes, 
Preſumption, ſtonineſſe of heart, and turning 
Gods Grace into wantonnes, are euery dayes 
faulrs. O Lord God, weare amoſt wicked and 
ſinfull Nationand people, and ſhould not my 
ſoule mourne for this? O, how art thoudiſho- 
noured,and thy Lawes broken, andthy Spirit 
gricued!and ſhould not my ſoule wcepe bitterly 
for this? And when thou haſt thus callcd to 
mind the ſinnes-of the Land, repreſent alſoto 
thy ſelfe the iudgements that muſt come vpon 
vs for them, and ſay ; Lord, what ſhall we doin 
the end thereof ! Thy patience will not alwaies 
laſt;thy grace will not cucr ſtriuc with vs, Iuſtice 
will notſuffer thee to bind thine hands for cuer 
with the cords of long ſuffering ; yea, the Lord 
muſt needsariſcat length in furie and indigna- 
tion, and ſtirre vp himſelfe inwrath, ro come 
and comfort himſclfe, and eaſe his ſoule, by ta- 
king vengeance on ſuch a Nation as this. | Hee 
muſt giue our Citics tothe.ſpoyle z our houſes 
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and Churches to the firc; and all our goods » 
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the deuourer. He muſt hiſſe for his Flie againſt | 
vs& bring vponvs,as he threatned and brought 
'ypon Iudah,his foure great Armies to deſtroy, 
Sword, Famine, Peſtilence,and the teeth of euill 
beaſts to deuoure, He muſt lay vs waſte and de- | 
folate, and cauſe vs to dye of grieuous deaths, 
and caſt our carcaſſes into the open ſtreetes, as 
dung on the face of the carth, that there ſhould | 
be none to burie, orto lament, He muſt fill vs 
full of wailing and howling, and bitter Jamena- | 
tion. Did not Iudah eſcape, that had leſſe lighr, | 
and fewermeaneszand can gm eſcape, that 
hath the light of the Goſpell, asmuch excee- 
ding that of the Law,as the Sun-ſhine doth the 
Moone-light 2 And now thinke with thy ſelfe, 
that thou beholdeſt God, ſending ſcarceneſle a- 
moneſt vs,and euery body fecbie and languiſh- 
ing.Thinke that thou ſaweſt the Peſtilence lea- 


ping inat our houſes, and ſweeping away whole | 
Families and Townes, till there bee no buyer. 
Thinke that thou ſeeſt the inſolent foe breaking | 


| 


in vponvs,and with drawne Sword,filling cue- 
ry place with feare,ſlaughter,death, and deſola- 
tion,and then ſay, O the ſlaine of the Daughter 
of my People!the Waſter waſteth; without,the 

Sword, within, Famine and Peſtilence : for all | 
theſe things muſt as aſſuredly come vpon Eng- 
land,aseuer they came vpon Ieruſalem.If enow 
doe take vpthe taske of mourning, wee may ef- 
cape them inour dayes: bur if we doe not pre- 
conceive them by the power of faith in Gods 


threats, we ſhall ſurely fecle them inthe Moes-| 
ion; ! 
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tion ; and when the generation of mourners for 
finne is gone,then will the time of howling for 
the puniſhmenr of {1nne be here. Thinke it not | 
therforca needleſſe thing to anticipate a croſle, | 
\ and to make it preſent in imagination before. 
hand. For particular afflitions, wee muſt not | 
drowne our {clues incares, before they come : 
but becauſe we know.,that God hath denounced 
this vengeance, and executcd it on others, and 
that his Iuſtice is the ſame ſtill, therefore we are 
ſure it will come on this Nation alſo, and that 
{peedily.,if riuers of teares prevent it not. Wher- | 
ore our beſt way is, inthe foreſight of ir,to la- 
ment the finnes that would-procure it, that ſo 
wee may not bee forced to feele it,when all la- 
mentations will be booteleflſe, Brethren, - will 
youſpend ſome houre or two this day,this idle 
day,when others pipe, and howre, and drinke, 
and dally, and dance, and adde to the heape of 
finnes(as you know the ſeaſon beares,) will you 
I ſay,thus meditate,and pray, and mourne, and | 
ſigh,and ſtriue to ſend forth riuers ofteares* If 
you will, bleſſed be thoſe teares ! rhey ſhall doe | 
g00d to your ſoules, and good to your Coun- 
tries, good tothe King,and good tothe Com- 
mons,go0d tothe Commonweale,and good to 
the Church, and good to the whole Land, and 
all that dwell in it. But alack,I feare you wil nor, 
I feare welooſe our labour. Bulineſſe, buſineſle, 
{porrs,paſtime, c6pany, ſome one or other ſuch 
thing, will ſteale your hearts away, I feare : for 
ſoit is viſually ſcene, out of the Church, into 
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your houſcs and ſhops, you goe ſome to your 
workes, and fome ro your ſports, and neuer 
ſo much as thinke of what you haue heard, 
neuer {ct ypon the praQtice of whar you are ex- 
horred to , and ſo we preach in vaine and you 


{ake,doe not ſo this day, but couenant with thy 
 ſelfe, that afore thou ſleepcſt, thou wilt forcibly 
breake thorow all occafions, and find ſome one 

houre to take paines with thine heart, and to 
frame itro fore tenderneſſe of remorſe, that 


hve 


thou mayſtbe able once to ſay with Dawid ; Ri- 
wers of waters haue runne downe mine eyes,becauſe they 
kept not thy Law, Say,thou ſhouldeſt heare of the 
death of wife,husband, child, friend : would ir 
not affe@ thine hart with ſome ſorrow? Letrhe 
tidings, yea,the hearing & beholding of ſo ma- 
ny ſinnes committed(which doe more diſhonor 
| God, then any crofle can hurt thee) haue ſome 
power ouer thy griefes, and ſhew, that thine at- 
feions are not altogether carnall. One or two 
teares,ſhed for ſinne voluntarily, inthe day of 
proſperitie, our of atrue defire to ſhew our ha- 
tred of it,and loue to God; and out ofa ſerious 
conſideration of its ſpiritual filthineſſc,and hai- | 
nouſneſſe, is more worth, then twenty teares 


ſhedin the day of affliction, whenamancannor 
cell, whether ir bee the finne or the crolle that 
|procures his teares. Now therefore addrefle 


heare in vaine,and wee get nothing but our la- 
bour for our paines. Now for the Lord Icſus 


your ſelues to that vawelcome taske of mour- 
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ning(to Nature, Hay,vnwelcome, but to Grace | 
moſt \ 
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likely with much weakeneſle and difficultie at 


ſible forrow, that Dawid here ſpeaketh of. And 
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moſt welcome,) and if you cannot at firſt on-ſet, | 


get floods of teares, yet if youcan get but two 
or three teares,or a few heartic {1ghes (till ano- | 


ther time that you may get more) know, that it | 


is worth your labour ; good duties are done 
firſt : cuſtome and continuance of doing, muſt 
bring vs to more perfectionzbe not diſcouraged, 
becauſe thine heartwill bee hard,and full,vnapt 
ro mourne, when thou addreſſeſt thy ſelfe firſt 
vato it;but know, that a good beginning is re- | 
quiſite inall buſineſſes, and he ſhall neuer finiſh 
any thing,that will fit ſtill and doe nothing, be- 
cauſe hee findsnot all things anſwcrable to his 
deſires at firſt « yea, that man that laboureth to 
{ct his will vpon a pitch of ſadneſle, by offerin 

to his mind fit thoughts for that purpoſe,and {> 
makes his {oule heauy with the apprehenſion of 
that that is euill and naught,ſhall be well accep- 
ted with God, though he attaine not that mel- 
ting,that dropping,that teare-flowing, and ſen- 


heethataccuſtometh himſelfe to that habituall 
gricte of the will (takigg diſpleaſure againſt an 
cuillthing, making it ſelfe auerſe fromir, and 
wiſhing that.it had neuer been) ſhall in due ſea- 
ſon bee bleſſed by God, with the ſpirit of ten- 
derneſſe, which ſhall moſt kindly and gent! 

ſoften his hearr,and caulſc his ſoule to be ſo mel- 
low, and eaſte to be wrought vpon,that he ſhall 
cucnſweetely and freely powre forth this his 
e Lord, and moſt 


| 
| 


ſweetc- | 
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| ſweetely water his ſoule with theſe Aprill 
ſhowres of teares,which ſhall make it fertill,not 
alone inthe flowres of preſently infuing com- 
forts. but alſo inthe rich harueſt of vertue and 
godlineſſe, and theplentitull rewards thereof, 
Whercfore carry this ſhort ſentence home in! 
your minds,and giue not ouer ſtriuing by times. 
and turnes, till you haue made your ines in 
caſe,to ioyne Daxzds requeſt with Dauids ee! 
ſon,and to ſay ; Lord,make thy face to ſhite pon thy | 
ſeruant,and teach me thy Statutes : Riners of teares do | 
drop downe mine eyes,becauſe they keepe not thy Law. 


& , Ap. VII F / 
Containing the third and laft uſe of comfort to 
them that haue done, or ſhall begin and 
continue to doe this ſer. 

HC Co 


(0 forme,or ſhal now begin,and pro- 
ceede to performe this excellent 
| dutic, we muſt alſo ſpeake peace 
totheirſoules, and preach vnto them the glad 
tidings of good things, to comfort them with- 
all. O,it isa great happineſlc, to tread inthe 
ſteps of thoſe, concerning whom weeare per- 
fealy aſlured,that they are now in Heauen: well 
may we afſure our ſelues,that we ſhall be where 
they arc aftcr our death, if wee haue walked in 
the waycs, whereinthcy walked, during og 
; lines. 


es — 
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pe, 4 Nd laſtly,if there be any that haue |/ſe 3. 


rformed., and cominueto per- |fo»fort to ther 
4g . 2 that do mourne, 
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lines. Thou knoweſt, Dania was a child of God, 


a true regenerate man, a man after Gods owne 
heart ; thou knoweſt,hee had all his finncs par- 
; doned,dyedan happy death, now reigneth in 
Heauen.,and hath attained eternall ſaluation. It 
would doe thine hcart good, to haue an infalli- 
ble token,thar thou alſo art ſuch an one as Da- 
vid,chat thou haſt intcreſt into the ſame good 
things which he enioyeth,and ſhalr haue poſleſ- 
fion of them at laſt.as fure as he hath. Then com- 
pare thy behauiour and carriage with Daxids , 
when he ſaw men wickedly to. breake the Sta- 
tutes of God, when he ſaw wickedneſſe com- 
| mitted in euery place, and knew not how to 
helpe it,what did he doe 2 He wept, and ſighed, 
ited. cryed, and rooke on very pi- 
tifully;euenas if ſome great crofle had befalne 
himſ2ife.and as if his owne perſon had receiued 


Lord,that the ſame cauſe hath produced inthee 
the ſame effects £ Doth the breach of Gods 
Law breake thine heart ? Doth the ſinfulneſle 
of others make thy ſoule ſorrowtull:Doſt thou 
ſigh and groane, and bewaile, andmourne for 
thoſe things, which it is not inthy power tore- 
drefſe 2 Loethen, thou arta Davzd, a man after 
Gods heart alſo,” a ſound and fincere Chriſtian, 
an Iſraclite within,before God, alouer of God, 
a louer of thy Brethren, an hater of fin,and thou 
alſo ſhalt be ſaued with Daxid,and reioyce with 
the ſame heauenly Ioy,whcrewith hee now re- 


in 
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harme. Canſtthou likewiſe aftrme before the |. 


toyceth. Thoſe that are like the Saints of God | 
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in dutie, ſhall be alſo like them in glorie;thoſe 
that haue followed them in holines, ſhal follow 
them in happineſſe. The ſame Spirit worketh 
inthcm,the ſame Chriſt dwelleth in them, and | 


the ſame Crowne ſhall be ſet vpon them. Blef. | 
ſedtherefore are theſe mourners, for they ſhall | 


| be comforted:Whatfocuer thing Dawd did aske | 


inthe former verſes (and now-in this verſe doth | 
lay,as it were,the foundation of his hopes to ar- | 
taine the ſame, ypon the remembrance of theſe | 
his teares before God)that are-we bold in Gods | 
name to promiſe aſſuredly to cuery one that can | 
ſpeake the:fame thing of himſelfe. Doft thou | 
mourne for the ſinncs of other men? Then will | 
God looke vpon thee,and bee mercitull vats | 
thee,as he vſeth to doc tothem, that loue his | 
name ;forthou alſo loueſt his name:Doth thine | 
edrop downeteares, becauſe men keepe not | 
Law? Then will he-orderthy ſteps in his | 
Word,neither ſhall any iniquitic haue domini- | 
on ouer thee. Doth thy ſoule lament bitterly , 
the common ſinnes ? Then will he deliner thee | 
fromthe oppreſſion of men, that thou mayeſt ! 
keepe his precepts © Doth thine heart mourne | 
for the publike offences of thoſe, with whom , 
thou liueſt? Then will -God make his face to 
ſhine vpon thee his ſeruant, and will reach thee | 
forme this ſeruice,of which David maketh pro- 
feſſion in this verſes Then ſhalt thou certaine- 
ly obraine all thoſe benefits, for which he made 


his Statutes. In a word, Striueſt thou to Z 


his humble petition inthe former verſes. Waner- 
'S fore 
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fore let theſe Riucrs of tcares become ſtreames j 
of comfort , wherein thy ſoule may bathe 
it ſelfe, with much content. Godly ſorrow | 
is the mother of ſound Toy, theſe tearcs are | 
the proper ſeeds of heauenly comfort, where. 
 ascarnal ioy doth endin forrow, and that crack- 
ling mirth of ſinners being extinguithed, fhall 
leaue them frozen in horror and amazcment, 
: Wherefore reape you the comfort of the ſeed 
'you haue ſowne.,and as the ſee yas precious, {0 
 letthecropbe, and as the ſeed was abundant, {6 
 letthe harueſt, Fromthis dutie mayeſt thou in- | 
 fallibly colle&, that thy charitic was {ound and | 
 plentifull. This.dutie will praoue certainely, | 
thavthinchatred of ſ{inne- was heartic-and car- | 
| neſt; and, I ſuppoſe, it may goe inthe m— | 
'of _=_ of the moſt infallible notes: of. & | 
| child, | | 
| To mourne for the generall eatamitics ofche 
' Church, when ones ſelfc: is at; peace $ and'ro 
| mourne for the generall {innes. of the Church, 
| thongh himfelfe bee free ; thele. are two moſt 
| happy ſignes of true: holineſicy and this latter I | 
'thinke to be the ſurer of the rwainc,as more ſen- 
;fibly and manifeſtly reſtifying true zeale of 
| Gods glory. Yea,whoſocucr ſorrowes hcarti- | 
| ly forthe common: ſ{innes, may,in tome reſpect, | 
take more ſure hold'of that morning to con- | 
firme his faith,and aſſure himſelf of his vpright- 
neſſe,then of hisſorrowing for his owne part1- 
cularfaults. We haue examples of tlamned by+ 
pocrites;thar haue bcen fad and heauy,fox rear 
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owne ſinnes,in ſome caſes,as Ahab, ludaes, Saul, | 
and the reſt : but we haue neuer any example of | 
any, that lamented the publike and common | 
wickedneſle of the Church or Nation, where 
he liued,and of the perſons amongſt whom hee 


conuerſed(vnleſſc accidentally, when the ſinncs 
' haue falne out to be 1niurious and troubleſome 
; tothemſelues, or totheir friends,) but ofthoſe 
which weeare well aſſured, to hauc been truly 
| ſantified, and now to be eternally glorified. Ts 
' not Lot in Heauen 2? Is not David in Heauen 2 Is 
| not Ezr4 in Heauen 2 Are not Ieremiah, Baruch, 
| Ebedmelech, and rhe reſt of theſe mourners all in 
| cternall glqry in Hcaucn *£ Naine mea man that 
is noted to haue bewailed the finnes of others, ' 
and I will bring youa ground our of Scripture 
| without doubt or queſtion, that he is ſaued : ſo. 
can it not bee faid of thoſe that haue mourned 
for their owne ſinncs. For in truth, the fierce. | 
neſſe of an euill conſcience, terrifying the ſoule 
with the feare of hell fire, may ſtirre vp ſuch 
ricfe,and make an vnſanctified man complaine 
owe <q that hee hath ſinncd inſuch orfſuch a 
thing.as Indas in betraying innocent blood. That 
naturall affe&tio which we beare vnto our {clues, 
may alſo make vs ſorrowtull for that, which we 
cannot but ſee,will bee harmefull to our {elues, 
cucn whereno grace at all doth dwell : But to 
ſorrow for publike offences, and forthe finnes_ 
of thoſe, that are no way necre vnto vs (but as 
the common bands of Humanitie and Chriſtia- | 
nitic haue vnitcd them) there can bee no motiue | 
Sy 2 at 


a le il Ont oe A rn rr - 


OO RW" Oo RO RO . 


I ns 
. 


Curr. Choiteble Tewes. 


—————— 


/atall imagined, the true hatred of finne, 
' and the true loue of God and man, which no 
' man can haue, but from the Spirit of our Lord 
 Teſus Chriſt dwelling in him. Deſperation and | 
| horrorwithout Grace, may procure teares for 
| ones owne faults, nothing bur holinefle can pro. 
cure them for others. A man may lament his 
owne finnes,and not hate them , hee cannot la- 
ment the common fannes, bur out of an hatred 
of them; Wherefore ler the people of God 
make much of theſe teares, and preſerue rhem 
(as it were ſome hot and comfortable licour)for. 
theiryſe, againſt the day of tempration ; that |. 
when the weake faith ſhall bee afſaulted with 
manifotd-obieRions, it may haue this token of 
ruth to alleage for it ſelfe,againſt which, there | 
can bee none exception; and fer the people of* 
God endeuourto be frequent inthis exerciſe of: 
- | mourning forthe common{finnes,that they may | 
| abound incomfort afterwards,and be filled with 
 toy,in ſtead of forrow;for alwaics holy ſorrow 
| endsin ioy. Wee may not make our ſelues ſo 
| carelefle of our ſpirituall eſtate, as to loſe a | 
| good dnric,bnt mult pur al the Graces that God | 
hath giuenvs,and the cffects of them tothe beſt 
vſe,improouing them all tothe encreaſe of our 
faith inGod;,and our ſpirituall reioycing in the 
aſſurance of his. loue. It will make vs conſtant | 
{in good dutics, if wee fhall find them to doe vs 
much-good. Let theſe forrowes be muctrprofi- 
| rable and comfortable vnto them (O Chriſtian 
| ſoule,) as indeed they ought, and out of theſe 
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| weeping promiſes, gather theſe gladſome con- 
| cluſions. Iam ſureT am Gods child : Fam ſure 
'T am amember of the ſame body, that David. 


' was a member of: Iam ſure, I partake of thart | 


| Spirit that dwelt in him : I am ſure, that finne 
' ſhall not mortally infe& mez that Ithall not bee 
| drowned inthe publike Iudgements ; that Cod 
will cither ſpare the Land for the ſake of my 
' ſelfe, and othcrlike mourners or at leaſt, that | 
; himſelfe will make prouiſion for my welfare in 
' the common woes. I ſhall laugh, when others 
arc puniſhed for ſin, becauſe I wept, whenthey 
committed ſinne, God will bee my ſhelter and 
| refuge inthe time of trouble, and hee will not 
| giue me ouertothe deftroyer ; for often hauec I 
cauſed, and often doe I purpoſe hereafter to 
cauſe,that ſtreames of teares thall deſcend from 
mine eyes,becauſc the ſonnes of men doe tread 
his Statutes ynder-foot. I haue not onely wept 
for mine owne ſinnes (which feare of fhame in 
the World, or damnation in Hell, hath made 
many a diſſembler doe:) Thaue not alone wept 
forthe faults of my children, and neere friends 
(which alſo carnall affeftion hath made many a 
carnal! man to do in fome caſes:) I haue not on- 


loue mee not ; for the finnes of any of Adems 
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ſonnes,that I knew to haue ſinned, becauſe they | 
kept not Gods Precepts. Bleſſed be the Lord, 
that hath made mine heart, in ſuch a meaſure, 
ſoft and tender: I am in his Couenant, ſeeing | 
he hath created an heart of fleſh within my bo- | 
{ dy; and'T am ſure, that none bur afleſhy 
hart:will make the eyes to ſhed teares, 
for the violation of Gods te- 
ſtimonies by other 
men. 
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